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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, to \7it :

BE IT KEMEMBERED. thai on the f-mrlh dav of April, in

the thsrty -fourth jearot tlie Independence of ihe United Stales

of Anierica, Nathaniel pEABot)Y,of tl)e said District, hath
deposited in iliis ' Hice the title «jt a book^ the right whereof he
claims as proprietor, in the words following, to wit :

«« Sabbath Lesson's, or an Abstract fif Sacred History; to

which IS aiiiexed, a GcogmphK-al Sketch of the rtim ipal Places

meiitroned in Sacred History. By Elizabeth Pekbody, Frecep»

tresi of a Young Ladies^ Academy in Salem*'

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States,

cntnltd, * An Act for the encourageoieici of learni g, by securing^

the ci^pies of maps, charts, and books, to the Auth('rs and Proprie-

tors iifsuch copies, during the times therein mentioned; also to

an Act. entided, •' An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled,
** A"! Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the co-

p'cs cf maps, charts, and books, to the Authors a'.d Proprietors of

such copies, (hiring the limes therein mentioned ; and extending
the beneti:s thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, nnd etch-

ing, bislorieal and other piinis."

WILLIAM S. SHAW,
Cltrk of the District of Massachusett9,



DEDICATION.

To MY Pupils.

SCRIPTURE Hijiory being the mojl imporiani

fubjeci that can engage your attention^ as involving

both temporal and eternal inierejls^ I am induced

affedio7iately to dedicate the annexed Leffons particU'

larly to you. How earnejily I have endeavoured to

imprefs upon your minds the momentous truths they

contain^ your own feelings will attefl. How often I

have urged you to read the Bible^ not merely as a

fchool exercifey to be read andforgotten^ but as a

.book containing all that is neceffary to form your

hearts y to regulate your condud^ to fecure your faU

^vation^ you will readily acknowledge.

Ifthe a?mexed Leffons have the effeSl I wijlo ; if

they induce you ferioufly to invejligate Scripture

Hiftory,fo that^ when your judgments are matured

y

you may find you have been laying up a treafun

of knowledge y which, though you continually draw

upon, you never can exhaufl ; if they enable you to

give a confiflent and ratignal account of the grounds
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upon which you found your hopes of mmortaUty, I
JJoallfeel richly rewarded for the time and labour
hejlorved upon them.

To Jit us for ufefulnefs here andfor happlnefs
hereafter, is the ultimate end of human and divine

knowledge. That allyourJiudies may conduce to this

grand point, is the fincen wijh of your affeaionate

friend,,

ELIZABETH PEABODT.



PREFACE.

J HE importance of rendering the invefligt*^

tion of fcripture truths pkafing to youth, muft

be obvious to every refleding mind. Young

people are apt to attach an idea of gloom to

every thing of a religious caft. To remove this

idea, has, during the many years in which Ihc

has inflruded, been a prime objed with the

Author of the following pages. She feels a

confidence in the utility of the LefTons now of-

fered to the prefs, from the ufe fhe has long

made of then in her own fclijol. T:ie incon-

venience of having them in manufcript is one

reafon for her printing them ; and though fhc

hopes they m?iy be of ufe to many inftruclors,

yet in pubiilhing fhe has a view to her own
fchool in particular.

Reading the Bible merely as a part of the

fchool exercifes, leaves but faint imprellions

upon the youthful mind. Without comments

and explanations, many parts are unintelligible,

fome ludicrous. Ihe Author has freq^uently
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heard her pupuls diverting themfelves whh pafc

fa^es which, unexplained, could convey no-

thing fcrious to the mind. Reproof for fuch

levity, till the caufe was removed, was ufelefs.

The introduction of the annexed Leffons into

her fchool, did much towards effecting what

ihe wiflied. Her pupils became interefted :

they began to comprehend why they muft read

the Bible oftener, and with more reverence,

than other books ; and their facred hiftory foon

became their favourite ftudy.

The Author would obfcrvc, ilidt thefe Leflbns

are not deligned as a fubflitute for the Bible j

but as an afliftant to memory, and an appropri-

ate exercife for the Sabbath. The reading of

hiftory of any kind by queftion and anfwer,

can, ihe thinks, be juftifiable on no other

grounds. If it be made a fubftitute for large

and fyftematic works, the fcholar may be pe-

dantic, but never well informed : Ihc will have

her mind crowded with dates, names, and de-

tached events, producing a chaotic mafs, rather

than a connected chain of knowledge,

A further deiign, which induced the Author

to form this little Abftracl, was, that, when the

pupil has thoroughly committed to memory
every leflbn, Ihe will be able herfelf to form an



abftrad in her own language. Such an exercife

will imprefs fcripture truths more firmly upon

the mind ; will enable her to difcover, and to

treafure up in her memory, the moft beautiful

and fublime palTages, as well as doctrines, of in-

fpiration, while fhe will acquire a habit of ex-

prelling ideas without a mechanical confine-

ment to the language of another. The Author

has already experienced the utility of fuch a

plan relative to civil hiftory ; and flie is pofi-

tive her pupils acquire more ideas, than if re-

quired to repeat verbatim the whole volumes

which they read.

In this age of doubt and infidelity, every

friend to the intereft of human kind will, the

Author flatters herfelf, view with a favourable

eye her attempt to difTeminate among the young

a knowledge of facred hiftory. Friends to re-

ligion muft be armed for attacks againft it ; of

courfe they Ihould be religious from principle,

rather than from education : they Ihould be

thoroughly acquainted with the ground upon

which they ftand. " The bufinefs of fearching

and inveftigating, in order to difcover the truths

of revelation, may conftitute one part of our

trial in a religious fenfe, as it affords fcope for

a virtuous exercife or vicious ncglecT: of the un-



derftmding, in examining or not examining

into the evidence before us." This is, at leaft,

probable^ when we confider the great probation-

ary fcheme of God's moral government. If

fo, none can be too diligent in promulgating a

knowledge of the fcriptures.

The Author, as will be evident, has to ac-

knowledge herfelf indebted to Commentators

on the fcriptures for a great part of this Ab-

ftracfl. It has been her object not to introduce

a fentiment which can lead the youthful mind

into error.



AN ABSTRACT, See.

LESSON I.

^ Into how many Periods is Sacred Hif-

tory divided ?

j^. Into three : the difpenfation of the Law
of Nature, extending from Adam to Mofes ;*

the difpenfation of the Written Law, extending

from Mofes to our Lord Jefus Chrift. The

third period comprehends the time from the

cllablifhment of the Gofpel.

• The five first books of the Bible are called the five books of

Moses, or the Pentateuch. Pentateuch means^w booJ^sov volume*.

These five bool'-s have names v?hose meaning corresponds with iht

subjects treated upon in each of them. Genesis means ^eneraticm

or ori^itt of things, and is applied to the first book of Moses, be-

cause this book treats of t!ie creation of the world, and all thin^

therein contaiiied. Exodus means sl going ov departing outj and is a

history of the departure of the children of Israel out of Egypt.

Leviticui IS derivedfi'ora Levi ; and is so called from its treating of

the office of the order of the Levitest or of the priests. Kumbera

18 so called from its giving an account of the numbering of ihe chiU

dren of Israel. Deueronomy me*ns the second laxv^ and is applied

to the fifth book <
\' Moses, because the law is therein repeated.

Deuterunomy is also • reGapitulatioa of the history of the Jews #
general.
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^. "Where are the events of the firft part

recorded ?

ji. In Genefis and the firfl part of Exodus.

^ Can you mention the moll important ?

^. The creation, the fall of Adam and Eve,

the murder of Abel by Cain, the building of the

firft city, the tranflation of Enoch, the corrup-

tion of mankind, the deluge, the building of

Babel, the confufion of tongues, which obliged

mankind to feparate and go into different coun-

tries,, the calling of Abraham, the trial of his

faith, the births of the patriarchs, the deftruc^

tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, the removal of

the liraelites into Egypt, their bondage and fuf-

ferings under Pharaoh, the birth and miraclous

prefervation of Mofes.

LESSON 11.

^ Where are the events of the fecond pe-

riod recorded ?

J, In the remaining books of the Old Tef-

tament.

j^. What does the book called Exodus con-

tain ?

A, A narrative of the tranfaclions of about

a hundred and forty-five years from the death

©f Jofeph, in the year of the world 2369, to the
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ereftion of the tabernacle, in 2514 ; particular-

ly of the tyranny of Pharaoh over the Ifraelites,

and of their bondage and rapid increafe j of the

Lord's fending Mofes and Aaron to deliver

them ; the ten plagues inflicled on the Egyp-

tians for refuiing to let them go ; and the de-

ftrudion of their kiyg and army in the Red
Sea ; the Ifraelites' departure from Egypt, and

their journies through the wildernefs ; the de-

livering of the ten commandments from Mount
Sinai ; the confecration of priefts ; the obla-

tions for, and aclual erection of, the tabernacle,

LESSON IIL

^ "What is found in Leviticus ?

A. A vafl code of laws, peculiarly necefTary

for, and admirably adapted to, the fituation of

the Jews at that time ; who, having been long

in bondage, in a heathen country, had become

ignorant of all law, civil and religious.

^ What is recorded in Numbers ?

A, The hiftory of the numbers, ftation and

marching order of the various tribes of Ifrael

;

the confecration of the Levites, the obfervation

of the fecond paiTover ; the inftitution of the

feventy elders ; the punifliment of Korah and

his companions, and the plague among the peo-
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pie for quarrelling thereat; the btiddin^ of

Aaron's rod ; Mofes an3 Aaron's inifbelia^vlotir,

when the people raurmured at ^de§i ; the

plague, and cure, of ihe bites of Eer/ferpepts ;

the attempts of B.dak and Balar.m to curfe If-

rael ; a delineation of the borders of Canaan,

and an appointment of twelve perfons to divide

it. With thefe and other narratives are mixed

a variety of laws for civil and religious pur-

pofes.

LESSON IV.

^ What is recorded in Deuteronomy ?

A. A recapitulation of the hiftory of the

Jews, from their bondage to their arrival in the

wildernefs, comprehending forty years of their

hiftory. Moies, in this book, directs them to

furrender themfelves to God ; folemnly points

out to them the bleilings that would follow

their obedience to the divine laws, and the mi-

feries which would attend their apoftacy and

rebellion ; miferies which have been inflicled on

that people in ancient times, and which they

now feel in their prcfent difperlion. In this

book is alfo recorded the fong of Mofes, his

blefling of thcj twjlve tribes, and the account

ofMs cieath*
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LESSON V.

^ What IS recorded in the book ofJofliua ?

J. The appointment of Jofhua to fucceed
Mofes

; the account of the Hebrews' preparing
to invade Canaan

; their paffage over Jordan^
the waters of which parted to the right and left,

leaving a paffage of dry land, of about fix miles.
We are informed that the ark, and the priefts

who bore it, continued in the middle of the
channel till the tribes had paffed over. Alfo,
how Jofhua, by the command, and aided by the
power of God, conquered many of the heathea
nations. Whomfoever he attacked he over-
came. He divided the conquered lands amon<r
the tribes

; appointed fix cities of refuge, £ot
fuch as accidentally deprived another of life •

made ample provifion for the priefthood, and'
before his death, urged the Hebrews to a grate-
ful remembrance of God's goodnefs, telling

them, that if they ferved the Lord with finceri-

ty, he would blefs them ; but, if they difobeyed,
and ferved other gods, they would be confuraed.

LESSON VL

^ What is recorded in Judges ?

-^t In this book we have the account of the
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pro^refs of the armies of God, in extirpating

the heathens from the land of Canaan. Upon

the death of Jofhua, God appointed Judah and

Simeon to lead the tribes againft their enemies.

He alfo raifed up judges, whofe juft adminiftra-

tion, in fome degree, alleviated the miferies

which the Ifraelites drew upon themfelves by

their continual neglect of known duties and ex-

prefs commands. In this book is recorded the

wonderful conqueft of the armies of Jabm,

king of Canaan, by Deborah and Barak; and

their fong of triumph on the occafion. De-

borah was a prophetefs and judge in Ifrael.

The latter part of the fecond chapter of this

book contains a fummary of the whole book.

In it arc flated the reafons why the heathen

were not immediately driven from the land of

promife. Ifrael would not obey the commands

of Him, whom they knew to be infinitely great

and good; of Him, who had, in an eminent

degree, been to them a merciful and forgiving

God; "therefore the Lord left the heathen

without driving them out haftily, and the an-

ger of the Lord became hot againft Ifrael."

LESSON VII.

^ What is recorded in the firft book of

Samuel i
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J. A narrative of his birth, his manner of

being dedicated to the fervice of God, and of

his wife and juft adminiflration, while judge of

Ifrael. In this book, we are informed of the

impatience of the Ifraelites to change their form

of government, in which God himfelf was their

fovereigh. They pray to have a king, that they

may be hke other nations. After giving them

due warning: of the miferies which would fol-

low, God grants their requeil, and Samuel is

directed to anoint Saul to be king in Ifrael,

Saul, we are informed, by difobedience incur-

red the difpleafure of the Almighty, and David

was foon anointed by Samuel to fucceed him.

In this book, alfo, we have the animated and

interelling account of the friendfhip of David

and Jonathan ; the account of Saul's inveterate

perfecution of David, of the vidories of David,

and of Saul and Jonathan's overthrow and death

by the armies of the Philiftines.

LESSON VIII.

J^ What is found in the fccond book of

Samuel ?

A. A continuance of the hiftory of the

events of David's reign. Among the moft

ftriking are, his pathetic lamentation over Saul
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and Jonathan ; his being made king over Ju-

dah ; the death of Abner, a valiant leader of

the armies of Ifrael ; the anointing of David to

be king over Ifrael ; David's victories over the

Philiflines ; the bringing of the ark of God's

covenant into the city of David ; David's pious

propofal of building a houfe for the worfhip of

iGod, which he was forbid to do, becaufe he had

been a man of war ; David's aftonifhing fall

from virtue, in his treatment of Uriah the Hit-

tite, who was a moft faithful and affeclionate

fervant to the king 5 Nathan's cutting reproof

of David for his crime 5 David's humility and

fincere repentance ; the afflicting conduct of his

fon Abfalom, whofe rebellion was followed by

an untimely death j and the facrifice of Saul's

feven fons by the Gibeonites, who were a rem-

nant of the Amorites. The laft chapter records

a fecond crime committed by David, which

was, the numbering of the people ; by which

ad he was confidered as doubting the Rifficicn*

cy of almighty power.

LESSON IX.

^. What are the principal events and tranf-

aclions recorded in the books of Kings ?

A. The death of David ^ the petition of
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Solomon, who fuccecded to the throne, for wlf"

do?n, that he might be able to " difcern between

good and bad, and to judge the people ^'* the

building of the temple at Jerufalem ; Solo-

mon's folemn dedication of it to God j God's

covenant with Solomon, in which he promifcs

him his prefence and bleffing, provided he walk-

ed before him as David his father walked^ in integ-

rity of heart ; the queen of Sheba's vifit to Solo-

mon, in which flie acknowledged that his wif-

dom and profperity exceeded what had been

told her 5 Solomon's idolatry, and his confe-

quent and deferved puniftiments. In thefe

books we have a concife account of the reigns

of twenty kings who governed the tribe of Ju-

dah, and twenty who governed the ten tribes.

Their feveral hiftories ftrikingly illuftrate the

neceffity of obedience to the commands of God,

and, that king and people mufl walk humbly,

if they would be accepted. In thefe books we
likewife have the hiftory of the celebrated pro-

phet Elijah, who v/as fed by ravens ; and of

Jezebel, wife of Ahab, who infligated the treach-

ery pradifed againft Naboth, polTeffor of a vine-

yard, which king Ahab coveted. This wo-

man' wicked nefs caufed the heavieft judgments

to fall on Ahab and his people. In the fecond
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book of Kings is recorded the taking of Elijah

into heaven, and the beftowment of his powers

upon EHfha, whofe various a^ls, as healing the

waters, multiplying the widow's oil, caufing

iron to fwim, &c. arc recorded.

LESSON X.

^ To what may be attributed the captivity

of the tribes, the deftrudion of the temple, &c.

related in Kings, when they had had fuch iignal^

favours and immediate aids of Heaven, afford-

ed them ?

A. All their fufferings were the confequen-

ces of guilt. God appeared to take the Jews

ixnder his more immediate care. Great and

aftonifhing were the manifeftations of his power

to them. But all could not confine them to

the path of duty. They were obftinate, yet

weak and wavering. Nor did their captivity,

nor the deftrudlion of their glorious temple,

nor the warnings and admonitions of their pro-

phets, have fufficient weight to make them du-

ly obfervant of commands and ordinances evi-

dently calculated to prom.ote their good, and

the glory of God. A reflecting mind, by a due

application of fcripture hiftory, muft feelingly

believe the neceiTity of doing juftly, and of

walking humbly with gyr 9^^.
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LESSON XL

^ What is contained in the two books of

the Old Teftament, called Chronicles ?

A. They contain a chronological hiftory of

about three thoufand five hundred years, from

the creation, till after the return of the Jews

from Babylon, and relate a variety of facls not

mentioned in the hiftories before written ; and,

hence, feem fometimes to contradict each other,

though they do not in reality.

^ What are the mofl important fafts re*'

lated in Ezra ?

A. The return of the Jews from Babylon
;

the rebuilding of the temple, by order of Dari-

us, and the reformation effeded by Ezra among

the people, relative to marriages, &c.

LESSON XIL

^ What are the moft important records in

Nehemiah ?

A* The commiffion given by Artaxerxes to

Nehemiah to build the wall of Jerufalem ; thq

names and order of thofe who built it -, refor-

mation made by Nehemiah refpecting ufury

;

the manner of reading the law ; the feparation

of the people of Ifrael from the mi:icd multi'



20

tude, and reformations in the offices in the

houfe of God.

j^ What is recorded in the book of Job ?

A, The hiilory of one of the mofl excellent

of human characters, whom God, for the wifeft

purpofes, tries by various calamities. This hif-

tory, written in the fimpleft, yet mofl exalted

language, muft convince us, that a firm trufl in

God will fupport us under every poflible trial.

LESSON XIII.

^ What is recorded in the book of Pfalms ?

A. Divine fongs, chiefly compofed by Da-

vid. Thefc pfalms are an epitome of the whole

Bible. They treat occafionally of the creation,

the tranfidlions of the patriarchs, the going out

of the Ifraelites from Eg^ft, their journies

through the wildernefs, andYettlement in Ca-

naan ; of their law, prieflhood and ritual ; the

exploits of their great men, wrought through

faith ; their fins and captivity ; their repen-

tance and refloration ; the fufFerings and victo-

ries of David ; and the advent of our Saviour,

with its confequences ; his incarnation, birth,

life, paflion, death and refurreclion, afcenfion,

kingdom and prieflhood ; the increafe and per-

petuity of the chriftian church ; the condemna-
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tion of the wicked, and the triumph of the

righteous. The book of Pfalms is certainly one

of the moft extenfive and ufeful in the Bible.

It is delightful and profitable in its literal and

hiflorical fenfe ; but it is far more fo when the

bleffings of the gofpel are feen with the eye of

faith.

LESSON XIV.

^ What is found ufeful in Proverbs ?

A. Rules for the regulation of the heart

and affections, and adapted to all the varieties of

condition, to which man is fubjecl.

^ What is found in Eccleliaftes ?

A, Records of moral fayings, exhortations?

to piety, and refledlions on the vanity of all

earthly things.

^, What do Solomon's Songs confifl of?

A, They are one continued allegory, figura-

tively dcfcribing Chrifl's love to the church,

and the church's love to Chirft.

LESSON XV.

.^. What is recorded in Ifaiah ?

A, The firft part confifls chiefly of declara-

tions of fins, and threatenings of judgment.

The general fcope of the five firfl chapters is, to
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repreic:nl ilie ingratitude, unfruitfulnefs in good

workb, idolatry, profanenefs, pride, oppreilion,

drunkennefs, &c. ann.v^ng the Jews, and to pre-

dict their terrible miferies by the AiTyrians,

Chaldeans and Romans. The chief fcope of

the remaining prophecies is, to foretel the in-

carnation, fufFerings, and glory, of the Meffiah,

the erection of the gofpei church among the

gentiles, the rejcclion of the Jews, and their fu-

ture reftoration.

^ What is recorded in Jeremiah ?

A, A mixture of inveclives againft the fins

of the Jews, and of alarming threatenings of

heavy judgments, and of fome calls to icpcn-

tance, and complaints of his own affliction.

LESSON XVI.

^ What is found in Ezekiel ?

A, Many prophecies relating to the Jews.

c^ When was Ezekiel directed to go and

declare the mind of God to the captive Jews ?

A, Three thoufand four hundred and nine

years after the creation, and in the fifth year of

their captivity in Babylon.

^ What was meant by his being bidden to

cat the roll, which appeared to him at that time ?

A, That he was folidly to confider, and

thoroughly underftand what it meant.
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^ What did the command refpeding {hut-

ting himfelf up, drawing the figure of Jerufa-

lem, &c. import ?

A. That, by the Chaldeans' furious and de-

termined fiege of Jerufalem, and the taking of

it, the fins of Ifrael from the fetting up of the

calves at Bethel and Dan to that day, and the

fins of Judah during the wicked part of Manaf-

feh's reign, with that of the years elapfed fince

Jofiah's death, Ihould be avenged.

LESSON XVII.

^ "What did the command rcfpecling the

cutting off his hair, dividing it, &;c. import ?

A, That the Jews fiiould partly be deftroyed

with famine and peftilence, and partly by the

fword of the Chaldeans, and another part be

carried into captivity and fcattered among the

heathens ; only a few fliould be left in the land,

and by their folly become like a firebrand, a

mean of kindling the refentment of the Chal-

deans againfi: the Jewifli nation.

LESSON XVIIL

^ What are the moft interefting of the re-

maining prophecies ?

A. Prediftions of the overthrow of the
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kingdoms of Moab and Edam, the Pliiliftines,

Tyrians and Egyptians, by the hand of the

Chaldeans. He foretels the coming of Jefus

Chrift ; the deliverance of the Jews from flave-

ry in Babylon ; the union of the tribes ; the

purity of their worihip ; the deftruclion of

their enemies, particularly of Gog and Magog,

by whom he means the Turks. Ezekiel alfo

defcribes the ftate of the gofpel church, in the

apoftolic, and particularly in the millennial ages.

^ When did Ezekiel begin to prophefy ?

yf. Six years before the deftruclion of Jeru-

falem, and continued, at leaft, fix teen years af-

ter it. In reproving fm, he is abundantly plain
j

but abounds more in enigmatical vifions, than

the reft of the prophets.

LESSON XIX.

^ What is recorded in the book of Daniel ?

^. The events which befel him while he

was a captive in Babydon.

^ What did the vifion of the four beafts,

which appeared to him, fignify ?

jd. The Chaldean, Perfian, Grecian and Ro-

man empires ; the laft of which, an angel told

him, would, in its fall, be divided into ten fo-

vercignties, and give rife to Antichrift, whofc
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duration fliould be twelve hundred and fixty

years.

^ When did he have the vifion of Jcfus

Chrifl?

J. In the year of the world 3471, and at

the fame time an angel appeared to Daniel, in-

forming what punifliment would be infii(5led

on the Jews for their crimes ; of the rife and

fall of the Antichriftian and Mahometan ftates ;

of the deliverance of the Jews from their pre-

fent difperfion 5 and of the laft judgment,

LESSON XX.

^ What is recorded in Hofea ?

A. Several figurative allulions to the rejec-

tions and reftorations of the Ifraelites. Hofea

fliarply charges the Hebrews with their mur-

ders, idolatries, uncleannefs, oppreiBon, per-

veriion of judgment, reliance on the AfTyrians,

&c. He alfo intermingles a variety of calls to

repentance and reformation.

^ What account can you give of Joel and

his prophecies ?

J. He was one of the lefler prophets ; and,

as he makes no mention ef the ten tribes, it is

fuppofed that he prophelied after their captivi-

ty, in the time of Hezckiah or M^inafleh. He
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predias a fearful famine ; he directs to fading

and prayer, as the means of deliverance •, he

foretels the effufion of the Holy Ghoft on

multitudes in the apoftolic ages. He predicts

the ruin of many Heathen, and concludes with

promifes of deliverance to the Jews in the lat-

ter days.

LESSON XXI.

j^ What do you recoiled refpefting Amos ?

A. He was originally a herdfman of Tekoa.

God fent him to prophefy to the ten tribes dur-

ing their great profperity under Jeroboam, two

years before the earthquake. He begins with

prediaions of ruin to the Syrians, Philiftines,

Tyrians, Edomites, Ammonites and Moabites.

He next inveighs againft the idolatry and obfti-

nacyoflfraelandjudah, and threatens them

with various puniftiments. He clofes his work

with a prophecy of the Jews' return from Ba-

bylon ; of the gathering of the Gentiles to

Chrift \ and of the converfion of Ifrael and

Judah.

^ What does Obadiah's prophecy confift

of? ^,
A. Chiefly of reproaches againft the Edom^

ites, for their rcjoicing over, and helping for^
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vr3Lrd, the deftruftion of the Jews, and foretels

their own fpeedy and utter ruin, and the deli-

verance of the Hebrews from all the places,

whither they were or Ihould be driven. It is

generally fuppofed he prophefied within a year

or two after the deftruftion of Jerufalem by the

Chaldeans.

, LESSON XXIL

c^ What are the mod important records

refpe6ling the prophet Jonah ?

ji. His being fent to Nineveh, to v/arn the

inhabitants of their approaching deftruffion j

his difobedience to God's commands refpei^ling

his million ; his being caft into the fea, and

fwallowed by a whale j his prayer for deliver-

ance, and God's merciful refloration of him 5

his prompt execution of the commands relative

to the Ninevites, after his reftoration ; their con-

fequent repentance and pardon ; and his again

offending his God, by complaining that his pre-

diclions againft the Ninevites were not fulfilled,

by which his character as a prophet fuffered,

^ Was Jonah puniflied for his felfifhnefs

and prefumption ?

J. He was reproved in a manner the moft

impreflive. Perhaps no pafTage in facred hit
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tory gives us a more beautiful picture of a mer-

ciful and forgiving God, than the laft chapter

of Jonah, in which, by the gourd, God exem-

plifies the juftncfs of his fliewing mercy to the

Ni»evites in which " great city were fix fcore

thoufand perfons that could not difcern good

from evil, befides much cattle.'*

LESSON XXIII.

^ "What do you recoiled refpefting the

prophet Micah ?

jd. He was one of the lefTer prophets, and

cotemporary with Ifaiah. He exclaims, in his

prophecies, againft the wickednefs of the ten

tribes, but chiefly of the rulers, priefts and falfe

prophets of Judah 5 foretels the AfTyrian inva-

iion, and the deftru6lion of the city of Jerufa-

lem, by the Chaldeans and Romans. He fore-

tels the deliverance of the tribes from the AfTy-

rian and Chaldean captivity, and their after

Sourifhing eftate ; he foretels the birth of the

Mefliah ; his fpread of the gofpel, and fpiritual

conquefl of the nations to himfelf. He reproves

the various predominating vices, remarks the

aftonifhing mercy and faithfulnefs of God, and

concludes with a predidion of God's re-efta-

blifhment of the Jews.
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LESSON XXIV.

^ What is the fubjecl of Nahum's pro-

phecy ?

j4. The ruin of Nineveh and the AfTyriaa

empire. This he defcribes in a manner pathetic,

piclurefque, and plain.

^ What is contained in Habakkuk ?

-^. He foretels the deftruction of Judca,

and the adjacent countries, by the Chaldeans ;

he foretels the overthrow of the Chaldeans. In

a moil lofty manner he celebrates God's for-

mer appearances for Ifrael, in bringing them

through the Red Sea, in giving his law to

them, and in carting out the Canaanites before

them ; and coacludes by rejoicing in God his

faviour.

j^ What is contained in Zephaniah ?

jd» Inveighings againft the wickednefs of

the Jews ;
predictions of their calamities and

captivity, and their deliverance therefrom ; ex-

hortations to the Jews to repent ; and predic-

tions of the ruin of the Philiftines, Moabites,

Ammonites, Ethiopians, and Aflyrians.

LESSON XXV.

^ What do you recolleft refpeding Hag-

gai?
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A, That he was the firft of the Jewifh pro-

phets who flouriflied after the captivity. He
began his work of prophefying about feventeen

years after the return from Babylon. He en-

couraged the people to finifh building the tem-

ple. He alTured them, that, after terrible con-

vulfions of the nations, the Mefliah fliould ap-

pear in the fleih, teach in the courts of the fe-

cond temple, and render it more glorious than

the firft.

^ "When did Zechariah begin to prophefy ?

A, In the year of the world 3484.

^. What directions and prophecies are

found in his writings ?

A. He directs the Jews concerning fading,

and inculcates a variety of moral duties ; he

foretels their happinefs, and the vaft number of

their friends. He then foretels the deftrudive

wars of Syria, Phenicia, and the country of the

Phiiiftines j the birth and abufe of the Mefliah ;

the publication and fuccefs of the gofpel ; the

ruin of the Jewilh church and flate ; and the

converfion of the Gentiles in the apoftolic and

millennial periods,

LESSON XXVI.

j^ What is contained in Malachi ?
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A, He mentions the diilinguilhed favours

of God to Jacob and his feed, above what had

been fhown to Efau, whofe land was by this

time conligned to barrennefs and drought ; he

reproves the Jews for their ingratitude to God;

he hints, that the Gentiles ftiould be called to

the church in their room ; he charges the Jews

with profanation of the worfliip of God, and

with offering him blemiflied facrifices ; he re-

prehends the priefts for negligence, reproves

their marriage with ftrange wives, and their

frequent and groundlefs divorces. He con-

cludes with predidions of judgments on fuch

Jews as fliould negled the Melliah, and of lig-

nal mercy to fuch as Ihould believe on him
j

and he alfo mentions John the Baptift's miffion,

LESSON XXVIL

^ What knowledge of pradical virtue,

and what ufeful lefTons, have we gained from

what has been read of the Old Teftament ?

A* We have learned, that all things were

created by a being infinitely great and good

;

that mankind were happy while they remained

obedient to his commands, and, that fin was

attended by immediate fuffering. The hiflory

of the m^ny characters eminent for piety, and
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the many who were notorious for aggravated

crimes, afibrds us full proof of the reward that

finally awaits virtue, and of the punifhment

confequent upon vice. Abraham, on account

of his fuperior excellence, was chofen to be the

father of God's peculiar people, and of bis

family was born our Saviour Jefus Chrift.

^ What do you underfland by the calling

of Abraham ?

J. That he was felecled to preferve the

worfliip of the true God from being contami-

nated by the idolatrous rites which prevailed

among all nations.

LESSON XXVIII.

^ To what do the moft important pro-

phecies in the Old Teftament relate ?

J, To the great work of Redemption.

Man, by his wilful difobedience, had offended

a righteous God, who had beftowed upon him

every needed blefling. A mediator between

God and man then became necelTary. Infinite

juftice muft be fatisfied ; for all the attributes

of God—-love, power, wifdom, mercy, juftice,

are perfe<51:. Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, was

the immenfe facrifice required for our fins. To
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this, our divine Redeemer, moft of the events

and prophecies of the Old Teftament relate.

c^ In vi^hich quarter of the globe did the

Jews originate ?

A, In Afia, which was the great theatre of

all their wars, and of the birth, life and mira-

cles of the great Redeemer.

LESSON XXIX.

^ Can you now give a fummary of the

Jewifli hiftory ?

A, They were defcendants from Abraham,

Ifaac and Jacob. They began, agreeably to

God's promife, to increafe rapidly, after the

births of Jacob's twelve fons. They were call-

ed Ifrael, from their progenitor. In latter

times they were called Jews, from the name of

Judah. They rapidly incrcafed in Egypt dur-

ing their bondage, which caufed them to be

greatly abufed. On the day that finifhed the

four hundred and thirtieth year from God's

firft promife of feed to Abraham, he obliged

the Egyptians, by heavy judgments, to let the

Ifraelites depart, under the diredion of Mofes

and Aaron. As due wages had been denied

the Ifraelites, God, the fupreme judge and pro-

prietor of all, ordered them to borrow or afk

a vaft number of precious things from the
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Egyptians. Thus they were allowed to depart

peaceably, and with great wealth.

LESSON XXX.

^ How were the Ifraelites guided and fup-

ported during their march ?

A, They were guided by a cloud, which

during the day was dark, and fcrcened them

from the heat, and in the night was fiery, and

afforded them light. Pharaoh purfued them

with a great army. The Lord opened a paflage

for the Ifraelites through the Red Sea ; but the

Egyptians, attempting to follow them, were

drowned. They were fupplied with water

from the flinty rock, and with manna from

heaven. By means of Mofes* prayers, and

Jofhua's bravery, they were enabled to rout the

Amalekites, who fell on their rear, and they ar-

rived at Mount Sinai about fifty days after

their departure from Egypt.

^ What took place after their arrival ?

A, God, in a mod: tremendous and impref-

five manner, here avouched them for his pecu-

liar people, gave them laws, and confirmed the

authority of Mofes, as their leader. While

Mofes tarried in the mount, to receive direc-

tions from God, they fo far forgot all they had
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feen and heard, as to form and worfliip a gold-

en calf. For this crime three thoufand idola-

ters were cut off. God, at the interceffion of

Mofes, fpared the reft, renewed to them the ta-

bles of his law, erecled his tabernacle among
them, and Aaron and his fons were confecrated

to the priefthood. The numbers of their fight-

ing men were taken, and arranged in four great

divifions, three tribes in each, and their manner

of marching and encampment was appointed.

The tabernacle Vv^as dedicated, and the Levites

were confecrated to the facred fervice of it.

LESSON XXXI.

^ Why were the Ifraelites condemned to

forty years wandering in the defert ?

A, Becaufe of their obflinacy and dlfobedi-

ence, particularly for their i afli belief of the ten

wicked fpies, and their contempt of the promif-

ed land. They were condemned to wander, till

the whole generation, except Caleb and Jofhua,

fliould die. During this pedod, God punifhed

them for rebellion, for ii.urmuring, and loath-

ing the manna. The Canaanites made terrible

havock of them, becaule they attempted to en-

ter Canaan contrary to the command of their

God. Fourteen thoufand pcrillicd on account
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of the rebellion of Korah. Multitudes were

bitten by fiery ferpents. Twenty-four thou-

fand were cut off for idolatry with the Midian-

ites. Yet God forfook them not entirely.

The pillar conducled and protected them ; man-

na and water were continued to them ; their

clothes never waxed old ; the intended curfc

ofBalaam was turned into a bleffing -, they took

pofTefiion of two powerful kingdoms, Sihon

and Og, on the eaft of Canaan, and made terri-

ble flaughter of the Midianites, for enticing

them to idolatry*

LESSON XXXIL

^. How did the people condu^l after they

gained the promifed land ?

A, They folemnly dedicated themfelvcs to

the Lord by circumcifion, and eating the palTo-

ver ; and, in a war of fix years, conquered

thirty-one kingdoms. In the feventh year the

land was divided, and the tabernacle of God
let up among them at Shlloh.

^ Did they continue obedient, and pre-

ferve the worfhip of the true God ?

A. They did not ; they foon relapfed into

idolatry, which caufed contentions among the

tribes, and brought on them repeated turns of
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flavcry from the Heathen. From A. M. 2591
to 2889, they were alternately oppreffed by the

ditFerent nations around them. Nor were they
lefs diftrefTed, after they had kings granted to

their rafh requeft. Under king David, they

were moft fuccefsful againft their enemies, and
took poireffion of the whole dominion that had
been promifed them, from the border of Egypt
to the bank of the Euphrates.

LESSON XXXIIL

^. What was their iituation during tTie

^
reign of Solomon ?

A. Profperous ; they had no wars of im-

portance, but were employed in building, in

commerce, and various improvements. They
relapfed into many errors, however, in the lat-

ter part of this reign ; and after Solomon's
death, ten of the tribes formed a kingdom of
Ifrael, or Ephraim, under Jeroboam, in oppofi-

tion to the kingdom of Judah. Thefe tribes

did not flourifli; idolatry prevailed among
them

; their kings were all of them idolaters,

and brought unnumbered miferies on the peo-

ple. The kingdom of Judah had fome pious

kings ; but its frequent relapfes to idolatry oc-

cafioned terrible didrefs to the country, and



58

the kingdom was entirely ruined by Nebuchad-

nezzar, three hundred and eighty-eight years

after its divifion from the ten tribes, and the

renmant of the people were carried into Baby-

Ion. The ten tiibes alfo were deftroyed, by

the king of Affyria, and tranfported to Media

and the kingdoms adjacent. Whether they

ever again mixed with the tribe of Judah, is

unknown.

LESSON XXXIV.

^ How long did the Jews remain in cap-

tlvity ?
, J »

J. Seventy years. They then returned to

their own country, according to the edid of

Cyrus, king of Perfia, who had overturned the

empire of Chaldea. It is fuppofed fome of the

ten tribes returned with them. They rebuilt

the temple and city of Jerufalem, put away

their ftrange wives, and folemnly renewed their

covenant with God. Many corruptions, how-

ever, remained among this ftrange and ftubborn

people. The confequences were, that wars,

captivities, &c. enfued, their cities and their

temple were again deftroyed, and it was not till

twenty years before our Saviour's birth tnat

they were again at peace, and began to rebuild

their temple.
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THE NEW TESTAMENT,

LESSON I.

Matthew.

^ WHAT is recorded in the firft chapter

of Matthew?

J, The genealogy of Jefus Chrift, by which

we find he was a defcendant from Abraham.

There were fourteen generations from Abraham

to David, fourteen from David to the carrying

of the Jews into Babylon, and fourteen from

that time till the birth of Chrift. In this chap-

ter likewife is recorded the manner of Mary's

conception, and the birth and name of the Re-

deemer.

. ^ What IS recorded in the fecond chapter ?

A, The inquiry of the wife men of the eafl:

after Chrifi: ; an account of the manner of their

worfliiping him ; the manner in which Herod

endeavoured to have Jefus killed ; his ordering,

from a fear that Chrift would take from him
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his kingdom, all the young children in Beth-

lehem to be murdered. Jofeph and Mary

were directed to carry the child into Egypt,

where they flaid till the death of Herod.

They then came and dwelt in a city called Na-

zareth.

LESSON II.

^ What is recorded in the third chapter

of Matthew ?

A. An account of John the Baptift. He

was a great prophet, fent to the Ifraelites to en-

treat them to repent, and prepare the way for

the coming of Jefus Chrifi. We are in this

chapter told, that Chrift was baptized of Jolm ;

and, that a voice from heaven was heard, fay-

ing, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleafed."

^ What is recorded in the fourth chapter ?

A, The manner in which our divine Mafter

was tempted by the devil ; his fading ; his vic-

tory over the tempter ; his beginning to preach

;

his calling: Peter and Andrew to be his difci-

pies ; his manner of going about healing fick-

nedes and preaching the gofpel.

^ What is recorded in the fifth, fixth and

fcvcnth chapters of Matthew ?
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A, Our Saviour's fermon upon the mount.

In this difcourfe is contained a perfed fyflem

of morality ; all that is neceiTary to form the

heart, and regulate the life. The fifth chapter

clofes with a command, which ought never to

leave our minds, which ought to ftimulate us

to unwearied exertion, which ought to enable

us with dauntlefs courage to enlift under the

banner of Chrift, who fays, " Be ye perfed^

even as your Father is perfecl/*

LESSON III.

^ What is recorded in the eighth chapter

of Matthev/ ?

A, Several miracles, wrought by our Sa-

viour—cleanfing the leper, healing the centu-

rion's fervant, cafting out evil fpirits, and heal-

ing all manner of difeafes.

^ What is recorded in the ninth chapter

of Matthew ?

A. The calling of Matthew, the curing of

the palfy, the healing of the bloody iiTue, the

raifing to life of the ruler's daughter, the reftor-

ing of two blind men to fight, the calling out of

the dumb fpirit, and the account of the com-

pafTion our Saviour felt for the multitudes who
followed him.

9 %
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^ What is recorded in the tenth chapter

of Matthew?

A. Chrift fends the apoflles to preach the

gofpel ; he tells them they will be perfecutcd,

but comforts them with promifes of reward

and fupport. He promifes bleffings to thofe

people who receive them, and attend to their

preaching.

^ What is recorded in the eleventh chap-

ter of Matthew ?

A. The account of John the Baptifl's fend-

ing his difciples to Jefus to inquire whether he

was indeed the promifed Saviour, and the an-

fwer Jefus returned ; which was, " Go and Ihew

John again the things which ye hear and fee.

The blind receive their fight, and the lame

walk ; the lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf

hear ; the dead are raifed up, and the poor have

the gofpel preached unto them : and blefled is

he, whofoever fhall not be offended in me.'*

Thefc miracles being undoubted proofs of the

power and divinity of Chrift, no other anfwer

was ncceffary. In this chapter alfo our Saviour

bears teftimony to the greatnefs of John the

Baptift.

LESSON IV.

^ What is recorded in the twelfth, thir-
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tecnth, fourteenth and fifteenth chapters of

Matthew ?

A, Many inflru^liions given by Jefus Chrift

to his difciples ; among the mod ftriking are,

the parable of the fower, and the explanation

of what really defileth a man. Thefe leflbns

are equally ufeful to us, and are recorded for

the fpiritual and temporal benefit of all the

humble followers of the great Redeemer of

mankind. In the fourteenth chapter is record-

ed the murder of John the Baptifl, by Herod,

tetrarch, or governor, of Judea.

c^ What valuable inflruction do we find in

the fixteenth chapter of Matthew ?

A. Cautions againfl hypocrify ; afTurances

of the infinite importance of the foul j and an

exprefs declaration, that at the laft coming of

our Redeemer, every man fliall be rewarded ac-

cording to his works. This folemn and im-

portant truth, imprefifed upon the human mind,

will be the greateft preventive from vice^

idlenefs, and every fpecics of evil.

LESSON V.

^. What are the contents of the feven-

teenth chapter of Matthew ?

A. An account of the transfiguration of
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another declaration from God, that Chrift was

his beloved fon, in whom he was v/ell pleafed ;

a ftriking example, in the conduct of our di-

vine Mafter, of the duty and propriety of fub-

mittlng to the laws of our country, when not

inconiiftent with religious duty. The Son of

God, while ailing as a member of human foci-

ety, confents to pay tribute to Csefar, left he

ihouid offend the rulers.

j^. What religious and moral duties are

taught us in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew?

A, Firft, the duty of humility. Every hu-

janan being muft, when he contemplates the

frailty of his nature, his liability to licknefs, his

pronenefs to fin, his fubjedion to all the low

and degrading pailions, and his entire depen-

dence on God for life and all that fupports it,

feel humbled to the duft, before a being of infi- ^

nite perfedions, and be walling to fubmit to

whatever trials may be neceUary to prepare him

for eternal glory, which awaits all who humbly

look to God alone for every blcffing. In the

fecond place, we are taught to avoid offences ;

thirdly, to forgive all who injure us ; not once

only, but as many times as they offend, and are

repentant ^ fourthly, we are taught the duty
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and efficacy of prayer. Jefus fays, " Where
two or three are gathered together ia my namCj

there am I in the midft of them.**

LESSON VI.

^ What is recorded in the nineteenth

chapter of Matthew ?

A, Further accounts of Chrift*s miracles

;

an explanation of the reafons why divorces were

allowed among the Jews, and a declaration of

the crime for which they may now be allowed.

In this chapter our Saviour exprefsly declares,

that children are fubjecls of divine grace. He
clfewhere fays, '' Except ye become as little

children, ye Hiall not enter the kingdom of

heaven." Like them we muft be innocent,

humble, free from malice, pride, revenge, felf

conceit, felf dependence, and every wilful fault.

The account of the young man, inflru^led by

Chrift, proves how watchful the rich ought to

be, left their riches ihould be ufed improperly,

»nd harden their hearts, and induce them to

depend, not on God, but on gold, for happi-

nefs.

^ What is recorded in the twentieth chap-

ter of Matthew ?

A, The parable of the labourers in the vine*
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yard, by wWch is figuratively defcribed the

manner in which the labourers, in the fervicc

of Jefus Chrift, fhall be rewarded, and the vani-

ty of thofe who exped or claim as a right a

higher reward, becaufe they have been longer

engaged in the fervice of God than others, who

may finally become fubjecls of divine mercy.

Iji this chapter Chrifl foretels his death.

4\ What is recorded in the twenty-firfl

chapter of Matthew ?

j4. The manner in which our Redeemer

made his entry into Jerufalem, by which he

again enforced the duty of humility ; the man-

ner and authority with which Jefus Chrifl clear-

ed the temple of God of thofe who had ufed it

for improper bufinefs ; the parable of the huf-

bandmen, by which is figuratively defcribed the

conducl of the Jews towards the prophets of

God, and his Son Jefus Chrifl.

LESSON VII.

j^ What is recorded in the twenty-fecond

chapter of Matthew ?

ji. Another parable, in which the kingdom

"©f heaven is likened unto a certain king, who
made a marriage for his fon. By this parable

we are taught the abfolute neceffity of being
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prepared for entrance into the kingdom of God.

If, thoughtlefs of death, we rufh through hfe

without following the commands of God ;

without performing our duties as children, as

parents, as friends, as neighbours ; in fhort,

without living as beings who are preparing for

admiflion to the marriage fupper of the Lamb
of God, we muft exped: to be caft out from the

prefence of our offended Judge. In this chap-

ter we are exprefsly told of the refurre<5lion of

the dead, and the final happinefs of the righ-

teous.

LESSON VIIL

^ What is recorded in the twenty-third

chapter of Matthew ?

A, Many dirediions to virtue, and cautions

againfl vice. Jefus Chrift, in his account of

the Pharifees, feverely reproves all who attend

to the/(?r/;2j only of religion. If we are ever fo

regular in our condud, that is, if we avoid

fcoffing at what is good, if we attend meeting,

if we avoid open ads of violence, are honeft, &c.

merely to be feen and refpeded by men, with-

out feeling fupreme love to God, being obe-

dient children, faithful and affsdionale parents,

good neighbours, humble, humane, merciful.
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forgiving and charitable, we muft finally be

condemned, and our outward Ciow of good-

nefs will only heighten our condemnation,

*' God will not be mccked.'* In this chapter

Chrifl foretels the deflrudion of the city of Je-

rufalem, which event took place in the reign

of Vefpalian, emperor of Rome.

LESSON IX.

^ What is recorded in the twenty-fourth

chapter of Matthew ?

A, The events which will happen at the fb-

cond coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who
foretels to his difciples the figns by which it

may be known that his coming is at hand.

But fuch is the thoughtieffnefs of mankind,

that the Redeemer allures us he (hall come at

an hour when we think not of it ; and com-

mands all who love him, to " watch and be

ready."

j^ What is recorded in the twenty-fifth

chapter of Matthew ?

A. Two moil important parables j one, of

the ten virgins, and the other, of the ten talents.

Thefe parables teach us the neceffity of being

ready and well prepared for the coming of Je-

fus Chrift, They teach us, that it is our duty
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to be aftive in his fcrvice, to carefully improve

€very talent committed to our care ; tkat is,

we muft obey every command of God which

he has given us the capacity to underftandj

we muft walk humbly, live foberly, do good to

all, and love God fupremely. We are alfo in-

formed, in this chapter, of our examination

before the affembled univerfe at the day ofjudg-

ment. What our Saviour fays on this point

proves, that humanity to the diftreffed is the

firft of earthly duties.

LESSON X-

^. What is recorded in the twenty-fixtk

chapter of Matthew ?

A, The confpiracy of the Jewifli rulers

againft Jcfus Chrift ; the manner in which he

inftituted the facrament of the Lord's fupper ;

Judas Ifcariot's betraying him ; the account of

our Saviour's eating the paffover with his dif-

ciples, and the weight of diftrefs and agony he

felt at the near approach of his fufferings on

the crofs.

^ What is recorded in the twcnty.fcventh

chapter ?

J* The manner of Jefus Chrift's being ta-
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ken by the JewSjbound, and delivered to Pontius

Pilate, the governor. We are here informed

that Ifcariot repented that he had betrayed his

divine Mafter, and in defpair hung himfelf ; of

the mockings and cruelties infiitled on Jefus

Chrift ; of his death on the crofs ; of the won-

derful events that immediately followed ; of

the manner in which Jofeph of Arimathea

buried the body of Jefus, and of the great care

the Jews took to have the fepulchre fo fecurcd

that the difciples could not remove the body.

LESSON XL

^ What is recorded in the lail chapter of

Matthew ?

y^. Chrift's refurreftion ; his appearing unto

and inftrucling his difciples ; an account of the

earthquake which preceded the viiion of the

angel at the fepulchre ; of the two Maries

fvho vifited the fepulchre in which Jefus was

laid ; of the manner in which our Lord direct-

ed his difciples to preach his gofpel, and to

Ipaptize all nations in his name.
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LESSON XIL

Mark.

^ What is recorded in the gofpel of St.

Mark ?

A. It is, like Matthew, a record of the afts

of our divine Redeemer and his followers. He

begins his gofpel with the preaching of John

the Baptifl. He abridges Matthew, but adds

fome particulars omitted by that evangelift.

He relates feveral miracles not mentioned by

Matthew, as the cure of the demoniac ; of a

deaf man of Decapolis, and a blind man of

Bethfaida.

LESSON xm.

Luke.

^ What is recorded in St. Luke ?

A, It is an hiftory of Jefus Chrift ; but

Luke mentions many circumftances of his, and

of his harbinger John the Baptift's birth, and

private Hfe, that are not related by Matthew

and Mark, who are generally fuppofed to have

written their gofpels before him. He alfo re-

cords a variety of incidents and parables of

Chrift's public life, omitted by them.
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events, always the fame wuth that of Matthew

and Mark ?

yf. It is not. The defign of thefe hiflorians

is to relate facls, and inftrud us, and not to pre-

ferve the order of events. This is the caufe of

the apparent inconfiflency of the facred writers.

LESSON XIV.

John.

j^ What is recorded in John ?

ji. It is, like the gofpels of Matthev/, Mark
and Luke, an hiftory of Jefus Chrift ; but con-

tains a great many things omitted by the other

cvangelifts ; chiefly a number of excellent dif-

courfes. It is principally calculated to evince

our Saviour's divinity. From the fublimity of

his revelations, and his vindication of our Sa-

viour's divinity, he is called John the Divine.

He was remarkable for his kindly, affectionate

temper ; and this, united with his fervent piety

and zeal, made him the diftinguiflied and be-

loved difciple of Jefus Chrift.
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LESSON XV.

Acts.

^ What IS recorded in Ads ?

A. An infpired hiilory of the aftions and

fufFerings of the apollles. It chieEy relates to

thofe of John, Paul, Peter and Barnabas. It

gives us a particular account of Chrift's afcen-

fion y of the choice of Matthias in place of Ju-

das ; of the efuiiion of the Holy Ghoft at the

feaft of pentecofi; 5 of the miraculous preaching

of the gofpel by the apoflles, their fuccefs and

their perfecutions -, of the choice of their dea-

cons, and the perfecution and murder of Ste-

phen, who was one of them. Thefe accounts

are given in the feven firft chapters.

^ What is found in the four next chapters ?

A. An account of a more general perfecu*

tion, and a difperlion of the Chriftian preach,

ers into Samaria and places adjacent j of the

baptifm and bafenefs of Simon the forcerer ; of

the converfion and baptifm of the Ethiopian eu-

nuch y of Peter's raifmg Dorcas to life
5
preach-

ing to and baptizing the Gentiles of Cornelius's

family, and the vindication of his condudl in

doing it ; of Herod's murder of James j of the

imprifonment and death of Peter.
£ 2
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LESSON XVL

^. What is recorded in the remaining chap-

ters of A6ls ?

J. An account of the council held at Jerufa-

lem, which condemned the impofition of Jewiih

ceremonies, and advifed to avoid offending the

weak, to forbear eating meat oiSered to idols,

or things ftrangled, or blood -, the converlion,

labours and fufferings of Paul ; and the hiftory

of the planting and regulation of the Chriftian

church, for about thirty years. Luke the evan*

gelift was the writer of the Ads.

LESSON XVIL

Romans.

^ What is contained in the Epiftle to the

Romans ?

A. St. Paul defcribes the deplorably corrupt

flate of men by nature, and the impoflibility of

juftification before God, merely by our own
works. After a rehcarfal of feveral of the hap-

py fruits of our union with Chrift, fuch as free-

dom from the law, adoption into the family of

God, &c. he treats of the purpofe of eledion,

^nd Qf pgd'^ ipvereigntyj and fojretd* the hap.



55

py ftate of the Jews and Gentiles In the mlllen.

nium. In the laft part he appHes his fubjeclTj

exhorting them to a variety of duties towards

God, towards one another, towards magiC-

trates, weak brethren, and minillers.

Corinthians.

^ What is recorded in Paul's Epiftle to

the Corinthians ?

J. Various inftruclions. He rebukes their

divifions ; he vindicates his own office and con-

duel ; dire<5ls them to avoid lawfuits before

heathen magiftrates, mutual offences, unclean-

nefs, &c. He directs them to afford due fup-

port to their faithful paflors ; how to attend

public worfhip, particularly the Lord's fupper,

with reverence and order. He largely vindi-

cates and explains the dodrine of the refurrec-

tion, which fome of the Corinthians denied.

In his Second Epiftle he explains to them th^

fubftance, glory, and tendency, of the gofpeU

LESSON XVIIt

Galatians.

^ What is found in Paul's EpifUe to the

Cahtians ?
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A. About the year of our Lord dS^ or

lliortly after, Chriftianity was planted by Paul

in the province of Galatia. When he left them,

fome falfe and wicked teachers ilirred up the

people to defpife Paul, and to feek juftification

by the works of the law, and the obfervation

of the Jewifli ceremonies. In his Epiftle to the

Galatians, he vindicates his own character, re-

futes the hereiies, and directs the Galatians to

the peaceful and proper duties of Chriftianity.

Ephesians.

^ What do we find in the Epiftle to the

Ephefians ?

A, Ephefus was a province of Afia, noted

for every vice, for idolatry and profanenefs.

Paul and Apollos preached among them with

great fuccefs, and great numbers were convert-

ed to Chriftianity. When he left them, he

wrote them this epiftle, congratulating their

fteadfaftnefs in the faith, and exhibiting to them

the aftoniftiing grace of God, that flione forth

in their regeneration, freedom from idolatry

and Jewifli ceremonies, knowledge of Chrift's

love, and affurcd title to be filled with all the

fulnefs of God. He exhorts them to the ftudy

of Chriftian unity, mortification of lin, holinefs.
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relative duties, and continual opposition to Sa-^

tan and his agents.

LESSON XIX.

Philippians.

^ What is found in Paul's Epiftle to the

Philippians ?

A, Paul's declaration of love to their

church ; his care to prevent the members from

trembling at his fufFerings ; and his readinefs

to glorify God, either by life or death. He ex-

horts them to a ftricl holinefs of life ; to con-

ftancy in well doing ; to imitation of Chrift in

humility ; to activity and ferioufnefs in their

Chriflian courfe \ and warns them againft falfe

teachers.

COLOSSIANS.

^ What is contained in this Epiflle ?

A. Warnings to the ColoiTians againft vain

philofophy and legal ceremonies ; demonftra-

tions of the excellency of Chrift, and of the

faints' completenefs in him. Paul exhorts all

to fulfil the duties of their refpedive flations.
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LESSON XX.

Thessalonians.

^ What is contained in Theffalonians ?

A, This Epiftle was written by Paul, in con-

fequence of a perfecution, which was commen-

ced again ft the Theffalonians by the Jews. He
expreffes his deep concern for them ; he warns

them of the laft judgment, and inculcates fuch

duties as prepare them for it ; informing them

of the gracious tendency of the laft judgment

towards them, and that it would not happen

till the rife and fall Antichrift. He recom-

mends a conftant adherence to divine truths,

and to regularity and purity in their church fel-

lowfliip, and to a diligent activity in temporal

affairs.

Timothy,

^ What is contained in thefe Epiftles ?

A. Encouragements and directions to Tim-
othy, about governing and providing for the

church : and warnings to him of the troubles

impending over it. Timothy was an eminent

Chriftian, and greatly beloved by Paul, by whom
thefe Epiftles were written.
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LESSON XXL

Titus.

^ What IS con-tained in Paul's Epiftle to

Titus ?

A. Directions to him to ordain ofEcers ; to

warn and cenfure the unruly ; and to inftigate

all ranks to ad agreeably to their Chriftian

charader.

Hebrews.

^. What appears • to be the dit^x^n of the

Epiftle to the Hebrews ?

A. The defign of this remarkable portion

of fcripture feems to be, to relieve the Hebrews

from all doubts and fears, by inftruding them

as to the great defign ofthe Old Teftament wor-

fhip. In the two firft chapters Paul eftablifhes

the divinity of Jcfus Chrift, and elucidates ma-

ny texts in the Old Teftament ; from all which

he proves, that Chrift is the great Apoftle of

the Chriftian profeilion ; that Prophet, ofwhom
Mofes faid, " And that foul, which will not

hearken unto him, fhall be cut off." He then

examines the nature of the Old Teftament wor-

Ihip, offices and fervices, fliewing them to have

been wholly typical. From all this he carneft-
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ly exhorts them to ftcadinefs in the faith
;

proir=

ing, that the faith in Jefus Chrift, which they

had profeffed, was that, in which all the Old

Teflament faints had lived and died,

LESSON XXIL

General Epistli of James*

^ What docs this Epiftle contain ?

A, It principally contains fevere reproofs to

the Jews, for pretending to faith without

works ; for indulging themfelvcs in inftability,

partiality, reviling, covetoufhcfs, oppreffion>

vain fwearing, &c.

First Epistle of Peter*

^ What is the defign of this Epiflle ?

A. To comfort and confirm the difperfed

Jews in the truth, amidft the trials and temp-

tations to which they were expofed, and to di-

red them in hearing God's word, in their di-

vcriified ftations, civil and religious ; and to

caution them againft the infurreclions then fo-

menting by their countrymen againft the Ro-

man governmentt
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LESSON XXIII.

Second Epistle of Peter.

^ What leffons does Peter inculcate in iii»

Second Epiftle ?

A. He inculcates the duty of abounding in

Ghriflian virtues ; of watching againft falfe

teachers, and apoftacy from truth ; of living

in the holieft manner, as in the immediate view

of the laft judgment. The ftyle of thefe Epif-

ties is peculiarly impreflive. The conflagra-.

tion of the earth, and the futurejudgment, are

fo defcribed, that we almoil fee the flames af-

cending into the midft of heaven, feel the ele-

ments meltingwith fervent heat, hear the groans

of an expiring world, and the craflies oi nature

tumbling into ruins.

LESSON XXIV.

Revelations.

c^. What is recorded in this book ?

A, The viiions, which appeared to John the

Evangelift, in the ille of Patmos. Befides which,

it contains feveral epiflles to the Afian chruch-

cs—to Ephefus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira,
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ISardis, Philadelphia, and Laodlcca, in which

Jefus commends their good things, reproves

their defe<fts, and endeavours to reform them,

and encourage them under their trials. In

chapters fourth and fifth, v»'e have an introduc-

tion to the prophetic parts, confifting of a viiion

of God upon a throne, celebrated by minifters

and faints j and of Chrift's opening the feven

feals of the book of his purpofes, to the great

joy of angels and redeemed men. In chapter

fixth, is the opening of fix feals, exhibiting the

ftate of the church and of the Roman empire,

from Chrill's afcenfion to the fall of the hea-

thenifh form of the empire, A. D. 323.

LESSON XXV.

i^ What is contained in the feventh chap-

ter ?

A, An emblematical reprefentation of the

fecurity of the faints under the trumpets, and

their happy relieffrom their troubles. In chap-

tcrs eighth and ninth, is the opening of the fe-

venth feal, and the founding of fix trumpets,

whereby is exhibited the fate of the church, by

the Arians, Donatifts, Pelagians, Papifts and

Saracens
j and the fate of the Roman empire.
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by the Goths, Vandals, Huns, Heruli, Saracens

and Turks.

^ What is recorded in chapter tenth ?

A. Another vifion of Jefus Chrift, with a

little open book, the feals being loofed, in his

hands, importing a further difcovery of the

events of Providence.

^ What is contained in the eleventh chap-

ter ?

A, A view of the rife, power, duration of,

and oppofition to, Antichriil, and of his fall,

and of the millennium ; extending from A. D,

606 to the end of the thoufand years reign of

the faints.

^ What is reprefented in the twelfth chap-

ter ?

A, Another view of the ftate of the church,

under heathenifm and Antichrift.

^ What, in the thirteenth and fourteenth

chapters ?

A. A view of the rife of Antichrift, in his

civil and ecclefiaflical power, together with pre-

ludes, warnings, and emblematical reprefenta-

tions, of his ruin.

^. What is recorded in the remaining chap-

ters ?

4. The marks of Antichrift, and the caufes
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and terrible nature of his overthrow ; the grief

of his friends, and the joy of the faints, there-

at ; the glorious millennium, the laft judgment,

and a terrible denunciation of wrath, to fuch as

take from or add to the words of God.
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A BRIEF SKETCH

OF

PRINCIPAL CHARACTERSo

LESSON L

^ WHAT do you recolledl refpeding;

Adam and Eve ?

A. That Adam was the firft man ; that he

was created in the image of God ; that he was

placed in the garden of Eden, and that the do-

minion of every thing was given him.. But as

a teft of obedience he was commanded not to

eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

Eve was formed from a rib taken from the fide

of Adam ; expreilive of the clofe and facred

union by marriage. Eve foon after yielded to

the temptations of the ferpent, and eat, and

perfuaded her hufband to eat, of the forbidden

fruit. This crime, called the fall of man, cauf-

ed our firft parents to be banilhed from Eden^

and brought mifery upon all their pofterity.

j^ What do you recoUeft refpeding Cairt

and. Abel ?

12



66

A. They were the two firft fons of Adam,

Cain was a tiller or cultivator of the ground,

and Abel was a keeper of flieep. Abel was a

man whofe heart was right with God, and his

facrifice was acceptable. Cain's offering was

made in unbelief, and received no mark of di-

vine acceptance. This raifed in his bofom an

hatred againft Abel, whom he murdered. God
feverely punifhed him for this crime ; condemn-

ing him to be a fugitive and vagabond in the

earth. Yet, mingling mercy with juftice, God
granted him fome favours. He built the firft

city, and had many children.

LESSON 11.

'^ What account can you give of Enoch ?

A, He was fon of Jared, and father of Me-

thufelah. He had a numerous family, and he

walked with God ; and in reward for his piety

was tranilated into heaven ; that is, he palTed

into the immediate prefence of God without

feeing death. In fo rewarding this pious man,

God has inftruded us, that faith in him is con-

neded with the hope of the refurreclion from

the dead. Fifty-feven years after the firft Adam
died^ Enoch was tranflated ; which is confidcr*
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cd as an example of the final viclory which the

fecond Adam, Jefus Chrift, fliall gain over the

laft enemy, Death. In each of the three great

periods of the church, her faith has been fup-

ported by figures of the refurreclion—Enoch,

Elijah, and Jefus Chrift, for whom the everlafl-

ing doors were opened. It was an encoura-

ging fight to the antediluvian faints to know,

that one of the fons of Adam, who had fo of-

fended his Creator, was lodged in the bofom of

God. The afcenfion of the prophet Elijah was

a ftill more fi:rikingillufi:ration of immortality
j

but the grandefi: difplay of this doctrine wasj

when the author and finiflier of faith, Jefus

Chrifi:, opened the gates of righteoufnefs for

the nations who are faved.

LESSON TIL

^ What do you recollect of the hiflory of

Abram ?

A. He was the fon of Terah, and refided the

firfi: fcventy years of his life in Ur of the Chal-

dees. God then ordered him to leave his na-

tive abode ; and he and his father's houfehold

removed to the northwefl of Mefopotamia, and

fettled at Haran. About five years after, God
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astain commanded him to remove to a land to

which he ftiould direct him, which was the

land of Canaan. This Canaan God allured him

fliould one day be the property of his family,

Abram's meeknefs, his truft in God, and obe-

dience to him, procured him the greateft blelT-

ings. He became the favourite of Heaven, the

father and covenant head of millions. To him

were all the promifes relative to the earthly

and eternal ftate of the church originally made.

He had one fon, whom he called Iflimael, from

whom defcended that numerous people, the

Arabs ; and one whom he named Ifaac, from

whom defcended the Ifraelites.

^ When did God direcl Abram to circum^.

cife himfelf and family ?

j4, a. M. 2107, at which time he renewed

and confirmed the. covenant to feparate Abram

and his family from the reft of the world. He

alfo changed Abram's name to Abraham, which

lignilies, the father of a multitude ; and Sarai's

he changed to Sarah, which fignifies, the lady,

or miftrefs.

LESSON iv:

^ What do you recoiled refpcifUng Jacob!
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A, He was the younger fon of Ifaac and

Rebekah, and twin brother with Efau. He
was of a quiet and peaceable temper. By his

mother's afliflance he, unfairly, according to

our ideas, gained the blefling of a fat land, &c.

which was deilgned for Efau. To account for

Jacob's condud, in this refpefl, we muft re-

member, that in thofe early ages God was the

more immediate director of every action, and

in his infinite wifdom faw fit to transfer, by

means which to human reafon were inexpli-

cable, the biefling, which Ifaac deligned for the

eldeft fon, to the youngeft. Jacob was not per-

mitted to marry a Canaanitifh woman, but

married a daughter of his mother's brother.

^ When did Jacob have the vilion of the

ladder ?

A, During his journey to his uncle Laban's.

This ladder reprefented God's providence ad-

miniftered by angels, and managed by God in

covenant, and by Jefus Chrift, as mediator be-

tween God and man.

e^ By what means did Jacob obtain leave

to marry the daughters of Laban ?

A, By fourteen years fervice. After this

God profpered him greatly, and he returned to

Canaan loaded with riches, was reconciled to
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his brother Efau during his journey thither,

and had his name changed to Ifrael.

LESSON V.

J^ What remarkable circumftanccs attend-

ed the laft ficknefs and death of Jacob ?

A, He informed his children, particularly

Jofeph, of God's bleffing him at Bethel, where

he faw the vifion of the ladder. He blefTed Jo-

feph, and affured him that his fons ihould form

two diftincl tribes of tlie Hebrew nation ; but

that of Kphraim fhould be the mod numerous

and honoured. He afTured him that God
would bring all his pollerity back to Canaan in

due time ; and afligns to Jofeph's children a

piece of ground near Shechem, which he had

firfl: bought, and afterwards recovered by force

out of the hand of the Amorites ; he foretold

to his twelve fons what would befal their fami-

lies in future ages ; he foretold the coming of

Chrift, and the gathering of the Gentiles to him,

and expreffed ftrong defires of theMeffiah's in-

carnation. He died about A.M. 2316, and

was buried in the cave of Machpelah.
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LESSON VI.

^. What do you recoiled: refpeding Jofepli ?

A, He was the fon of Jacob and Rachel, and

as eminent for filial and fraternal affeclion, as

for piety and integrity. Though greatly belov-

ed by his father, his brethren, from envy, ha-

ted him, and fold him to the Egyptians. His

virtues, by particular providence, advanced him

to the firft honours in Egypt. His promotion,

in a courfe of years, enabled him to provide

for his father and his numerous family, all of

^vhom were nearly fufFering in confequence of

a long famine, which prevailed in Canaan. Jo-

feph's condud: towards his brethren, as related

in the beautiful fimplicity of fcripture language,

ilrongly impreffes us with the excellency of that

merciful and forgiving temper, which relig'-on

infpires.

LESSON VII.

j^ Can you give a fliort account of Mofes^

who was the great lawgiver in Ifrael ?

A, He was born A. M. 2433. Before his

"birth, Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had given or-

ders that every male infant- of the Hebrew*
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Ihould be murdered. But Mofes' mother ven-

tured, in hopes that his life might providential-

ly be preferved, to expofe him in an ark of bul-

rufhes on the banks of the Nile. Here Pharaoh's

daughter found him, and, touched with compaf-

iion, refolved to bring him up as her own.

She had him moft carefully educated. When
forty years old, being inftrucled of God that

he was to be the deliverer of Ifrael, he went to

viiit his brethren at their hard labour ; by in-

terefting himfelf in their quarrels he involved

himfelf in difficulties, which obliged him to quit

Egypt. About the year 2513, God appeared

to Mofes in the burning bufh, and direded him

to return to his brethren the Hebrews, for he

defigned him as the inftrument of their deliver-

ance from bondage. Mofes was remarkable

for meeknefs, and could fcarcely be encoura-

ged to believe he could effe^ fo great a work^
but finally obeyed the command of God, and

went, and by divine goodnefs proved the deli-

verer, guide and lawgiver of Ifrael.

LESSON VIII.

^ What do you recoiled of the hiflory of

Aaron ?
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A, That he was a Levite, and a brother of

Mofes. He was an holy and compalTiGnate man,

an excellent fpeaker, and appointed by God to

be fpokefman for Mofes to Pharaoh and the He-

brews. He was prefent with Mofes at Sinai,

when the Lord talked with him on the mount.

Shortly after, he and his poflerity were chofen

to execute the office of priefts among the He-

brews, till the coming and death of the promif-

ed Saviour. Notwithilanding this mark of di-

vine favour, Aaron, (fuch is the weaknefs of

man) while Mofes was on the mount convernng

with God, ailifted the people in making a gold-

en calf, and joined with them in worlhiping

it. He fincerely repented of this great crime,

and was graciouily forgiven, and he and his

four fons were foon after folemnly confecrated

to the office of the priefthood. He immediately

offered facrifice for the congregation of Ifrael,

and while he and his brother Mofes bleffed the

people, the facred fire defcended from heaven,

and confumed what lay upon the altar. For

his and Mofes' offence at Meribah, in not ex-

preffing fufficient confidence in God's providing

water for the congregation, neither of them

were permitted to enter the land of Canaan,

His offspring were fo numerous as to have
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thirteen cities afligned them out of the tribes

of Judah and Benjamin,

LESSON IX.

^ What do you recoiled of the hiftory of

Jofhua ?

A» That he was a defcendant of Ephraim,

born A. M. 2460. His firft name was Holhea,

but to mark that he would render Ifrael fafe

and happy, he w^as called Jeholhua or Jofhua.

He was a noted agent for Mofes. Before Mofes*

death Jofhua was appointed to the government

of the Hebrew nation, whom he led into the

long promifcd land of Canaan. By divine af-

fiftance he enabled the Hebrews to deflroy Jeri-

cho, Ai, and many other heathen cities. After

he had governed the Hebrews feventeen years

or more, he found his end approaching, and,

aflembling the Hebrews, rehearfed to them w^hat

great things God had done for them, and made

them renew their folemn engagements to wor-

lliip and ferve him. He is fuppofed to have

vritten the book which records his tranfac-

tions. He died aged an hundred and ten years,

and was buried at '1 imnah-Serah. Jofhua is

believed to be a mofl flriking type of Jefus

Chritt.
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LESSON X.

j^ What do you recollecl refpecli.ng the

prophet Samuel ?

A. He was defcended from Korah,the fedi-

tious Leyite, and was devoted by his parents to

the fervice of God from his infancy* He fuc-

ceeded Eii as judge of Ifrael. He took much
pains to redore the worlhip of the true God ia

its purity, and greatly promoted the happinefs

of his people. But the mifcondut^ of Samuel's

fons, who aflifted him in the government, to-

gether with a deiire to be like other nations,

induced the Ifraelites to wifh for a king. Sa-

muel difcouraged them ; but, inquiring of God
what he fhould do, God direded him to anoint

them a king. Saul was accordingly anointed.

Samuel, whofe integrity and wifdom were

great, then retired from the office of judge.

He continued, for many years, to watch and

advife king Saul, whofe conducl drew upon

himfelf and his people much diflrefs. God
chofe in this manner to punifh the Ifraelites for

their wifliing to throw off the divine govern-

ment. Samuel was a noted prophet, and the

firft in that continued fucceffion of prophets

which ended in Malachi. He wrote part of
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the hiftory of David, and is fuppofcd to have

written the book of Judges and of Ruth. He
dedicated confiderable fpoils to the fervice of

God, and regulated the order of the priells and

Levites in their facred fervice.

^
LESSON XL

^ What account can you give of Saul, the

firft king of Ifrael ?

A, He was the fon of Kifli, of the tribe of

Benjamin, and was by eternal Wifdom chofen

to be the firft king over the Hebrew nation.

God endowed him with the powers fuitable for

his high office j but he was often difobedient to

divine commands, and though warned and re-

proved, continued to offend, till his kingdom

was taken from him, and given to David. Af-

ter David was anointed, the fpirit of govern-

ment departed from Saul, and a dreadful me-

lancholy oppreffcd him. David was appointed

to play upon the harp before him, which re-

lieved his diftrefs. Saul, becoming attached to

David, appointed him his armour bearer. Af-

ter this, Saul became fufpicious that David

would fucceed him in the throne, and fought

moft maliciouily for a long time to murder
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SauFs reign, God withdrew all favour from

him, and would give him no directions how to

proceed in his wars with the heathen nations.

Thus deprived, by his former difobedience, of

divine diredion, he had recourfe to the witch

of Endor, who pretended to the art of divina-

tion. He was fo deceived by her, as to ima-

gine that Samuel appeared to him and denoun-

ced deftrudion againft him and his fons by the

Philiilines^

LESSON XIL

^ Did Saul and his fons really fall in this

war with the Philiftines ?

J, Not all of them
; Jonathan, Abinadab

and Melchifliua only w^ere flain. Saul in def-

pair killed himfelf j and three of his fons lived

many years after.

^ "If the witch of Endor was affifted by
evil fpirits, how came her predictions to be ful-

filled ?

A. God, in whom is fovereign power and

wifdom, often effects his great purpofes by

means to us inexpHcable. It is believed that

the devil was permitted to allume the appear-
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ancc of Samuel, and denounce vengeance upoa

Saul ; thus enhancing his punifhnient for tak-

ing fuch unlawful means to pry into the events

cf God's providence.

^. What became of the reft of Saul's fons ?

J. Iflibolheth fled with a fmall part of

Saul's army to Mahanaim, on the eaft ofJordan,

and there was made king, and reigned unhap-

pily a few years. Mcphibofheth and Armoni,

together with five of Saul's grandchildren,

were hung by the Gibeonites as an atonement

for his murdering moft of that people. Thus

was Saul punifhed for negle^ling the wife coun-

fels of Samuel, and the known commands of

God, both in his own pcrfon, and in the fuf-

ferings of his children.

LESSON XIII.

^ "What account can you give of David,

the fucceflbr of Saul ?

j1. He w^as the fon of Jeffe, of the tribe of

Judah ; was born at Bethlehem, A.M. 2919,

David did not commence his government for

fome years after he was anointed, but a^led as

jnufician and armour bearer for Saul. David,

by his vi<^ories over the Phiiiftines, and by be-
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ing celebrated more than Saul In the fongs of

the Hebrew women, excited jealoufy in the

mind of Saul, and was greatly perfecuted by

him. In due time, however, he fucceeded to the

kingdom. At firft he reigned only over the

tribe of Judah, but in about feven years he was

made king over all IfraeL He was fo eminent

for piety, as to be called the man after God's own

heart. Yet, fuch is the frailty of human na-

ture, he was guilty of two heavy crimes, for

which he received fevere punifiiments, but by

the deepefl; contrition obtained forgivenefs.

He obtained iignal vi(flories over the heathen

nations, and put his kingdom in excellent order;

rulers were afligned to the various tribes of If-

rael, and to the king's ftores, vineyards, flocks

and herds. He had two hundred and eighty-

eight thoufand {landing militia. He reigned

feven years and a half in Hebron, and thirty-

three in Jerufalem. David is conlidered as a

noted type of our Saviour.

LESSON XIV.

^ What do you recollecfl of the life of

Solomon, who fucceeded David ?

A* He was the fon of David and Bathfheba,
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born about A. M. 2971. He was called Solo-

mon, to iignify his peaceful temper and reign.

He was anointed king while his father lived, to

prevent difputes about the fucceffion. Solomon

was eighteen years of age when he entered up-

on the fole government of the kingdom. He
requefled God to give him wifdom to govern

fo great a people. This requeft fo pleafed the

Lord, that he granted him iuch wifdom, ho-

nour, and wealth, as none before or after him

ever polTefTed. His kingdom extended from

the north-eaft borders of Egypt to the Euphra-

tes, and it was altogether peaceful and affluent.

He divided it into cantons^ under the direction

of proper governors. He collected or framed

three thoufand proverbs, and a thoufand and

five fongs. By his trade with Egypt he intro-

duced fine horfes into his kingdom, and a manu-

fa^ure of linen ; and by his trade with Ophir

and other places, introduced vaft quantities of

gold into Jerufalem, and alfo the cedar tree..

LESSON XV.

j^ By whom was Solomon affifted in build-

ing the temple at Jerufalem.

A* By Hiram J king of Tyre, who fent hixu
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cedar from Lebanon, already prepared for the

work. Befides the ferv^ants of Hiram, he alfo

employed an hundred and fifty-three thoufand

fix hundred Canaanites in the work. All the

materials for building this temple were pre-

pared at a diflance, fo that nothing remained to

do on the fpot but to join them together. The

temple was begun in the fourth year of Solo-

mon's reign, and was feven years in building.

It was finifhed A. M. 3001, and dedicated with

folemnity. During the ceremonies repeated

proofs were given of God's prefence and accep-

tance.

^ Did the latter part of Solomon's life

comport with the excellency evinced in the be-

ginning ?

^. It did not. His abominable conduct in

the laft years of his reign marked him with laft-

ing difgrace. He attached himfelf to many
flrange women, who eftrangcd him from God,

and led him to idolatry. The Lord appeared

to him and told him, that he had fo wickedly

broken his covenant, he would rend off ten of

the Hebrew tribes from their fubjeclion to his

pofterity. This threatened punifhment caufed

Solomon to repent of his fins ; but his tempo-

ral punifhment was not turned away. He
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reigned forty years, and during the time, built

many palaces, cities, &c. In carrying on thefe

works, Solomon employed the remnant of the

Canaanites for labourers.

LESSON XVL

j^ What do you recoiled refpecling Reho-

boam ?

A, He was the fon and fucceflbr of Solo-

mon. He began to reign A. M. 3030, aged forty-

one years. The Hebrews complained to Re-

hoboam of the taxes which his father had laid

upon them, and begged relief. His aged coun-

fellors advifed him to give the people an obli-

ging anfwer, but being of an haughty character,

he followed his own inclinations and the advice

of his young counfellors, and threatened to

load them with heavier burdens than ever.

This occafioned a revolt of ten tribes. Judah

and Benjamin only acknowledged him as king,

and Jeroboam became king of the ten revolted

tribes. Rehoboam profpered about three years,

while obedient to the laws of God. After the

expiration of that time, he and his people be-

came guilty of every enormity. God, to punifli

his idolatry, fuffered Shifliak, king of Egypt, to
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ravage all the country. This roufed him to a

fenfe of his guilt, and he humbled himfelf to

the dufl, and befought and obtained a remillion

of his miferies. The latter part of his reign

was more regular, and he in a great meafure re-

ftored the worfhip of God.

LESSON XVIL

^ What do you recoiled refpecling Jofiah ?

A. He was the fon of Amon, and king of

the tribe of Judah. He was noted for his piety

and zeal. He deftroyed the idols in Judah and

Jerufalem. He extended his power over the

ten tribes, and deftroyed t?he idols and monu-
ments of their falfe worfhip. He repaired the

temple of the Lord. In it was found a copy of

the law of Mofes, with which Jofiah was till

then unacquainted. He was deeply affeded to

find the divine laws had been difregarded and

broken ; and finding the three foiemn fcafts

had been negleded, ordered his fubjeds to cele-

brate the paiTover with all poflible foiemn ity,

caufing them to renew their foiemn covenant

with God. He gave orders to deftroy the

foothfayers and Sodomites, and to pull down
every remain of fuperflition and idolatry in
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Tudali and Jerufalem. He was llain in battle,

but died in peace with God and his own con-

fciencc.

LESSON XVIIL

^ What do you recoiled: about the pro-

phet, or foothfayer, Balaam ?

J. That the king of Moab and the elders of

Midian, alarmed by the powerful appearance

and deeds of Ifrael, and anxious to ftop their

progrefs, fent meflengers to Balaam, promifing

him a valuable reward, if he would come and

curfe the Hebrews, which they hoped would

render them an eafy conqueft.

^ What gave them this idea ?

ji. It was a very general practice among
the nations of antiquity, to devote their ene-

mies to deilruction at the beginning of their

wars. Even the Romans had pubhc officers

appointed to perform this ceremony ; and the

form of their execrations is ftill preferved.

^ Did Balaam confent to perform their re-

queil ?

J, He did, though warned of Ged that he

muft not go ; but, anxious to obtain the reward

promifed, he repeatedly befought permiflion of
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the Lord to follow the mefiengers. He was at

lafl: permitted to go, but God afTured him he

mull blefs or curfe the people as he fhould di-

rect.

^ What remarkable occurrence happened

to Balaam on his journey ?

A, God, being angry with Balaam, for his

great defire to go to the Moabites, though he

fufFered him to go, faw fit to ufe means to cor-

rect the avaricious defires which led him there*

" Therefore the angel of the Lord flood in the

way for an adverfary againil him." And the

afs, on which Balaam rode, faw the angel of the

Lord in the way, with a drawn fword in his

hand, at which the animal was affrighted, and

would not proceed. Balaam cruelly beat him,

till the Lord permitted the afs to fpeak, and

opened the eyes of the prophet, fo that he be-

held the angeh Balaam then confeffed he had

fmned, and offered to turn back, but as a far-

ther trial of his power to refill temptation, was

allowed to go on.

LESSON XIX.

^ Was Balaam finally permitted to curfc^

the Hebrew nation ?
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J, He was not. God enforced him to blefs

tiiem ; for he could not curfe thofe whom God

had blefled. He was directed to tell Balak that

the Almighty had bleffed the Hebrews, and for-

given their iniquities ; took dehght in them,

had by miracles brought them from Egypt, and

would enable them as lions to devour the na-

tions and feize on their poffeflions. Though

Balaam, at the requefl of Balak, made three ef-

forts to curfe the Ifraelites, God would not fuf-

fer him to utter any thing but bleflings and

praifcs. He however pcrfifted in his endea-

vours to effect as a politician what he could not

as a prophet, and, corrupting the manners of

the Ifraelites by introducing the Moabites

among them as guefts and friends, he caufed

them to commit fuch great fins, that three and

feventy thoufand fell in one day. Balaam was

killed in a war fbme time after.

LESSON XX.

^ What account can you give of the pro-

phet Elijah.

A, He was a native of Gilead, and a true

prophet of God. The fins of Ahab, king of

yrael, had drawn various judgments upon the
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country, one of which was, that no rain fiiouM

fall for three years, excepting at the interceilion

of Elijah, During the drought, Elijah was mi-

raculoufly fed by ravens, and performed feve-

ral miracles—as replenifhing the widow's cruife,

railing her fon to life, &c. At the expiration

of the years of famine, he was directed to go to

Ahab and tell him, that his idolatry drew thefc

heavy judgments upon the nation, and requir-

ed that the people of Ifrael, together with the

four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, fhould

be convened on mount Carmel, that they

might have a trial whether Jehovah or Baal

was the true God.

.^. Can you give a brief account of this im--

portant trial ?

A, When the people were afTembled, Elijah

rebuked them for halting between Jehovah and

Baal, and begged they would follow whichfo-

ever was truly poffefled of godhead. He repre-

fented, that though he was the only prophet

of God prefent, he was willing to make a pub-

lic trial of his power, in oppofition to the four

hundred and fifty prophets of Baal. He pro-

pof(;d that each of the two parties fliould offer

a bullock in facrifice, and whichfoever of the

two gods, Jehovah or Baal, Ihould with fire^
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from heaven burn up the facrilice, fliould be

worihiped as the true God, To this trial the

people confented.

LESSON XXI.

^ How did the trial terminate ?

j4. To the honour of the true God. The
prophets of Baal tried all their mad and furious

arts to induce their God to confume their facri-

iice, in vain. Elijah, having prepared his facri-

fice, and ordering water to be thrown over it,

that all might be convinced that he proceeded

fairly, earneflly* prayed to God to difplay his

power in confuming it. A llaih of fire from

heaven immediately confumed the facrifice, the

wood, the ftones, the water and the earth

around it. The people immediately cried out,

" The Lord k God,'' Elijah then ordered all the

prophets of Baal to be flain, and informed Ahab,

that now he might look for rain, which foon

fell in abundance.

^ What befel Elijah after this ?

jd. Being threatened by Jezebel the queen,

for murdering her idolatrous prieils, he fled in-

to the Arabian defert ; but at the direclion of

Cod, returned again to the Ifraelites, by the



v/ay of the wildernefs of Damafcus, and a-

nointed Hazael to be king over Syria, Jehu to

be king over Ifrael, and Elifha prophet in his

own room. By thofe three, God aflured him,

terrible havock fliould be made of the Ifrael-

itifli idolaters.

LESSON XXII.

j^ What circumftances attended the taking

up of Elijah into heaven ?

A. Knowing that his tranflation to heaven

was at hand, he took various methods to fepa-

rate himfelf from Eiifha, that it might be a fe-

cret. But the matter being divinely revealed

to Elifha and other prophets about Bethel and

Jericho, he would never leave him ; and fifty-

young prophets followed him at a diftance.

When they came to the wefl bank of Jordan,

Elijah w^ith a flroke of his mantle divided that

deep river, and they went through on dry

ground. Elijah then bade Elifiia afk what

Ihould be done for him. He begged for a

double portion of his fpirit. Elijah alTurcd hira

it fhould be granted him, if he witnefled his

tranflation. Elijah was foon after taken by a

company of angels in the form of a cliariot into
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Iieaven. Elifha cried after him, '- My father,

ip,y father, the chariot and horiemen of Ifrael.''

Then, taking up his mantle, he divided the wa»

ters of Jordan, and returned to Jericho.

LESSON XXIII.

^ What do you recoiled refpecting Elifha ?

A. He was a native of x-^belmaholah, fon of

Shaphat, and difciple and fuccelTor of Elijah.

Having witnefTed the tranflation of that great

prophet, he received a double portion of his

fpiiit ; wrought many miracles, and uniformly

laboured to promote the true intereft of man

and the-honour of God.

^ What account can you give of Ifaiah ?

A, He was the fon of Amos. He was called

to the prophetic office in the reign of king Uz-

ziah. In the year this king died, he had a vifion

of our Redeemer, attended by feraphs. He be-

wailed his own vilenefs ; but a feraph, touch-

ing his mouth with a burning coal from the al-

tar, intimated that his pollution w^as purged

away ; upon which he readily gave up himfelf

to the prophetic work. His predictions of the

deflruclion of the Hebrew nations had little

good effeft. They obftinately perfifted ia their
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crimes. His writings arc fublimc in the higheil

degree, and his predictions of the aiming and

reign of the Redeemer exquifitely beautiful.

He prophcfied fixty years. He died about the

beginning of Manaileh's reign.

LESSON XXIV.

4^ What do you recollecl of the prophet

Jeremiah ?

A, That he was a native of Anatholh, and

v/as, when very young, called to the prophetical

work, God promiiing to be with him, and to

fupport and direcl him. He began his work

in the thirteenth year of Joliah. He was much

perfecuted by the ungrateful, rebehious and

idolatrous people ; but he boldly declared the

mind of God to them, and many of his predic-

tions were accompliflied during his life. Be-

fides his prophecies, he wrote Lamentations on

the deftrudion of Jcruflilem* They confifl of

five chapters, bewailing the miferies of the ^itgGy

his own afHiclions, the deflruclion of the tem-

ple, and the miferies of all ranks of people. His

ilyle is pathetic, plain, and impreilive.

^ What do you recoiled of Ezekiel ?

A. That he was the fou of Buzi, a prophet
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and priefl:, who was carried captive to Babylon

with Jehoiakin, king of Judah. When the

great pafTover was kept, as he was among the

captives by the river Chebar in Chaldea, the

Lord appeared to him on a throne, fupportcd

by cherubim and wheels, and direcled him to

go and declare his mind to the captive Jews.

God conftituted him a watchman or prophet

to the houfe of Ifrael
; yet aflured him that he

would not be believed, but would be feized and

bound as a madman. In reproving hn, though

he is often plain, he more abounds in enigma-

tical vifions than the reft of the prophets. The
manner of his death and burial are not afcer-

tained. His prophecies are written in a fublime,

yet fometiraes an obfcurc manner.
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OF

PRINCIPx\L CHARACTERS

IN THE

NEW TESTAMENT.

LESSON I.

^. WHAT do you recoiled: of St. Matthew?

A* He was the fon of Alpheus, a Galilean

by birth, a Jew by religion, and a publican by

office. His ordinary reiidence was at Caperna-

um, and he had his houfe for gathering his toll

or tax on the fide of the fea of Tiberias. Jefus

called him to be one of his apoftles. It is faid

he began to write his gofpel A. D. 41, but in

what language is uncertain. It is known that

a Greek copy of his gofpel exifled in the apof-

tolic age, and not long after, it was tranfiated

into Latin.

^ What, of St. Luke ?

J, He was a native of Antioch in Syria,

and a phyfician by profeflion. Whether he
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was a Jew or Gentile, is not certainly known.

His mention ofhimfelf as Paul's companion be-

gins at Troas, and after that he often mentions

himfelf as his companion. He wrote the hif-

tory of Chrift's life, and the hiilory of the A6i:s

of the Apoilles. No language in the New Tef-

tament is purer Greek than that of Luke, and

it is admirably adapted to hiftory.

LESSON II.

^ What account can you give of St. Mark r*

A. He was the fon of that Mary, in whofe

houfe Peter found the Chriflians praying to-

gether for his deliverance from prifon. He
was the companion of Paul and Barnabas, who
went about preaching the gofpel j but when he

found that they intended to go and preach in

Pamphylia and places adjacent, he deferted

them, and returned to Jerufalem. He was af-

terwards reconciled to Paul, and fent by him to

preach in Aiia. He is faid alfo to have preach-

ed in l^gypt and Cyrene.

^ What do you recoiled refpeding John

the Baptift ?

A. He was the fon of Zacharias and Eliza-

beth, and the celebrated forerunner of our Sa-
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viour. His birth and work were predicted by

the angel Gabriel. From his infancy he was

endowed with the Holy Ghoft. Through his

whole life he w^as a Nazarite, drinking neither

v/ine nor ftrong drink. He early in life retired

to the deferts, where he lived on locufts and

wild honey, and was occupied in meditation

and prayer. His garments were of camel's hair,

and he was girt about the waift with a leathern

girdle. He publiflied the appearance of the

Mefliah, and called the people to repent, be-

caufe the kingdom of God, or New Teftament

difpenfation of the gofpel, was at hand.

LESSON III.

^ Why was he called John the Baptift ?

A. Becaufe he baptized people with water

;

and he charged them to believe on the MefTiah,

who would endow them with the Holy Ghoft,

and grant them forgivenefs of fins. Such was

John's virtue and fame, that many fufpecled

he was the Meffiah. But he, by divine direc-

tion, informed them, that he, on whom they

fhould fee the Holy Ghoft defcend and remain,

was the Mefliah ; that for himfelf, he was only

a voice in the wildernefs, crying unto the peo-
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pie to repent. He allured them that Chrilt

was a divine perfon, and if they did not believe

on him, they could not efcape the vengeance

of God. Jefus Chrid bears teftimony to the

greatnefs of John, aflurlng us that he was the

greatefl man that had appeared in the world.

He died one year before our Saviour's cruci-

fixion.

^ What were the peculiar circumftances

of his death ?

J, He was for a while revered and attend-

ed to by Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee, but

having reproved him for marrying his brother's

wife, he Vv^as imprifoned. Soon after, to grati-

fy the malice of Kerodias, and in confequence

of a rafli vow, which Herod had made to 'his

wife's daughter, to reward her for her fine

dancing with whatever ihe fhculd afk, John

was beheaded, and his head delivered as a pre-

fent to the damfel,

LESSON IV.

^ What account can you give of St. Paul ?

^. He was of the tribe of Benjamin, and

both his parents were Hebrews. He was born

at Tarfus,in Cilicia, and fo v/as by birth a free
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Citizen of Rome. He was fometimes called

Saul. His parents fent him early to Jerufalem

to iludy the Jewifh law under the dlre^ion of

Gamaliel, the moll famed doctor of that age.

He made great progrefs in his fludies, and lived

a very blamelefs life. He was of the fed of the

Pharifees, and, beyond many, a ftricl obferver

of the law of Mofes. He was from duty, as he

believed, a cruel perfecutor of the Chriftians,

being zealous even to madnefs againfl them.

^ By what means was he converted to the

Chriftian faith ?

J, He obtained leave from Caiaphas the

high prieft, and the elders of the Jews, to go to

Damafcus and bring back fuch of the believing

Jews as had fled thither, that they might be

puniihed. He went off breathing nothing lefs

than cruelty and death againft them. When
he and his attendants had almoft finiflied their

journey to Damafcus, they were fuddenly fur-

rounded by a furprifing light from heaven.

Terrified, they threw themfelves on the ground.

Saul alone heard our Saviour's voice, which

faid, " Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me ?"

Saul afked, " Who art thou, Lord ?" He re^

plied, '' I am Jefus, whom thou perfecuteft ;*'

and added, " It is hard for thee to flrive againft
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mv p-^wer." Jefus then informed him, that

he i^a chofen him for a minifter and apoflle to

pre^ich among the Gentiles for their converfion

and falvation.

LESSON V.

^ Did Paul become adive in the fervice of

jbis Saviour ?

A, He did, moft eminently fo. Aci:ive and

•perfevering in whatever he beUeved to be his

duty, his ardent mind never tired. Perfecution

did not daunt him, nor poverty difcourage

him. He devoted his life to his Redeemer's

glory, and fpread the gofpel over a great partof

Afia. The epiftles, which he wTOte, ftrikingly

prove his zeal and fmcerity, and how boldly he

declared thofe truths, which drew upon him the

heavieft bodily fufFerings. The manner of his

death is not known*

^ What do you recoiled refpeding St;.

Peter ?

A. He was a native of Bethfaida ; his ori-

ginal name was Simon ; but Jefus called hina

Cephas, or Peter, which fignifies a ftone or rock,

to mark his need of fteadinefs in faith and prao

tice. He was of a forward, fanguine temper^
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affecliionate and zealous in the caufe of truth,

but too confident of his own ftrength. To

correct this felf dependence, his faith was fuffer-

ed to fail, when he attempted to walk to his

divine Mafter on the water, and when he fol-

lowed him to Pontius Pilate, where he denied

that he ever knew him. Chrlii alTared this dlf-

ciple, that he would fo build his church by his

means, that all the powers of hell fliould not

prevail againft it,

LESSON VL

^ What were the moft remarkable occur-

rences in St. Peter's life after the death of our

Saviour ?

A. On the day of Pentecoft, Peter, by his

zeal, firmnefs and evident fmcerity, was the

means of converting three thoufand perfons to

the Chriftian religion. Some days after he

cured one who had been a cripple from his

youth, and the fame day, preached a fermon

which was the means of converting five thou-

fand. Many wonderful works were accom-

pliflied by this faithful apoftle in various parts

of the country. He was perfecuted, imprifon-

ed, beaten, and fuffered much from poverty j

155599
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but notliing could now fliake his faith. He-

preached Chrilt and him crucified, till his death.

His ilyle of writing was powerful and inipref-

iive. Peter had a remarkable vifion, while at

Joppa, of a fheet full of clean and unclean ani-

mals, which he was directed to eat. This vi-

lion imported, that the bleffings of the gofpel

were to be imparted to the Gentiles, to whom
Peter immediately began to preach, and con-

verted many, unto whom repentance unto life

was granted.

LESSON VII.

j^ What do you recollect of John the Evan-

gelift ?

A, He was the fon of Zebedee, and brother

of James the Elder, alfo a fifherman, ofBeth-

faida in Galilee. He was, together with James,

called Boanerges, or fon of thunder, becaufe of

his furious zeal, for which our Saviour reproved

him, telling him " he knew not what manner

of fpirit he was of." He afterwards became

the moft beloved difciple of Chrift, and for a

time fhared with Peter in preaching, working

miracles, and eiduring perfecution. He was a

noted pillar of the Chriftian church in Judea,
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and preached fomc time in Lefler Alia. He was

of a moft kindly and affeclionate difpofition,

but very zealous. It is faid that in Domitian's

perfecution he was banifhed to the Ifle of Pat-

mos to be flarved to death. This was about A,

D. 95. Under the emperor Nerva he was re-

called from banifliment, and preached at Ephe-

fus. In his old age he wrote three epiftles, one

to the Jewifh Chriftians in general, another to

a noted lady, and a third to one Gaius. In

the Ifle of Patmos he had his revelations, and

wrote feven epiilles to the Afian churches, in

which he exhibits the whole flate of the Chrif-

tian church to the end of the world.

I 2
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A SHORT DESCRIPTION

OF THE

PRINCIPAL PLACES

MENTIONED IN

SCRIPTURE.

Arabia^ a country of Alia. It lies between 35

and 60 degrees eaft, and 1 2 and 30 degrees

north latitude. The celebrated wildernefs

through which the children of Ifrael paffed

in their journey to Canaan, is in this part

of Afia.

AJfyria^ one of the earlieft empires. It compre-

hended the provinces in Afia now called

Diarbcck, Curdiflan and Irac.

Babylon^ anciently one of the greateft cities in ^

the world. It w^as 15 miles fquare, with

walls 350 feet high, and 87 feet thick. The

prophet Jeremiah foretold its deftru^lion.

He faid, " it fhould become defolate, that it

jttiould not be inhabited, that the wild beafts

©f the defert Ihould be there.*' Babylon be-
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came corrupt and wicked in proportion to

its grandeur, and the prophecies againft it

have exaclly been fulfilled. Scarcely a trace

of that wonderous city can now be found.

Bethlehem^ a town of Paleftine, famous for the

birth of Chrift. Long, 'i^^ deg. 25 min. Eaft,

Lat. 31 deg. 50 min. North.

Bethfaida^ once a city of Paleftine, on the lake of

Genefareth, near the influx of the Jordan.

Capernaum^ a city of Paleftine celebrated in the

gofpel as the ufual refidence of Jefus Chrift.

It ftood on the Sea of Galilee. This city was

highly favoured by Heaven, but, abufing its

privileges, Chrift declared it fliould fuffer en-

tire deftruclion. Accordingly this city was,

long lince, reduced to fix fiftiermen's huts.

So fure are the threatenings of fcripture.

Dan^ a fmall divifion of Paleftine, or Canaan,

N. W. of Judea.

Edom^ in its moft profperous ftate, was bounded

N. by Canaan and the lake Afphaltites, E. by

Midian, S. by the Red Sea, W. by the Amale-

kites. The moft remarkable places of Edom
wereTeman, Bozrah, Dedan, Elath, Ezionge-

ber, and Mount Hor, where Aaron died. It

is now inhabited by Arabs.

^W^> a country of Africa, bounded on the
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north by the Mediterranean, on the eaft hj
the Red Sea, on the fouth by mountains,

and on the weft by the deferts of Lybia.

Epbe/us, once a celebrated city of Natolia, fa-

mous for the temple of Diana, built at the

common charge of all Afia, and reckoned

one of the feven wonders of the world.

Euphrates^ a river of Afia, which rifes in Mount

Ararat, and empties itfelf into the Perfian

Gulph.

Galilee^ the northern divifion of Canaan.

Gibcon^ capital of the country of the Gibconites

in Canaan.

Gojhen^ that part of Egypt iituated on the eafl-

ern bank of the Nile. There was alfo a town

\ fo named in Canaan.

yericho^ an ancient town of Canaan ; long. 35
deg. E. lat. 3 1 deg. 58 min. N.

/'ernfalem^ a celebrated city of Afia, and capital

of Canaan, fometimes called Salem, and Soly-

ma. This city, which was built on Mount

Sion or Acra, fell to the lot of the tribe of

Benjamin. The fplendour of this city, and

the glory of its celebrated temple, were won-

derful ; but the degeneracy of its inhabitants

caufed our Saviour to fay, that the time

fliould come ivhcn not one Jlone Jlmdd be left
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upon another ; when Jerufalem fliould be trod-

den down by the Gentiles. This has been

literally accompliflied. Julian the Roman
emperor, commonly called the Apoftate,

knowing that our Saviour had prophefied

the deftruclion of Jerufalem, determined to

falfify the prediclion, by rebuilding the city

and temple. He adually commenced the

work, which he hoped would deftroy all con-

fidence in the Chriftian reli2:ion. But God
himfelf interpofed, and a dreadful earthquake

tore up the whole foundation. They after-

ward refumed the bufinefs, when balls of fire
[

buril from the ground, confumed the tools,

and deftroyed fome of the workmen. The
^

fewJews who are left are ftill perfecuted by the
^

Mahometans. Jerufalem isjlill trodden down

by the Gentiles. How ftrong a proof of the

authenticity of the Chriftian rehgion is the

fulfilment of the prophecies againft this city !,

Jordan^ a river of Canaan. It is a very rapid '

river, four or five rods wide, and nine feet

deep. After feparating Galilee from Tra-
,

contis,* it pafles through the lake Tiberias,

thence, after a courfe of 6^ miles, part of the

* See Jordan^ Morfe's Gai^ettcert
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way through a vaft and horrid defert, receiv-

ing the Carith,* (on the bank of which Elijah

was fed by ravens) and many other ftreams,

it empties into the Dead Sea.

Judea, a kingdom of Canaan. It lies between

the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, and be-

^
tween 30 and 32 deg. of north latitude.

Macedonia, a province of Turkey in Europe.

Media, once a kingdom of Afia, which held the

empire of the world. Now it compofes only

a part of one Perfian province, called Afur-

i paican.

y l^azareth, a city of Galilee, famous from being

1^
the refidence of our divine Saviour. Long,

"1
2,s deg. 23 min. E., lat. 30 deg 30 min. N.

Palejiine, a country of Turkey in Afia. It is

divided from Syria on the north by mount

Lebanon ; from Arabia Deferta on the eaft

by the mountains of Seir ; and it has the

deferts of Arabia Petrca on the fouth, and

the Mediterranean on the weft. The firft

inhabitants of this country were principally

the defcendants of Canaan, a grandfon of

Noah. Hence the country was called Ca-

naan. On the fca coaft fettled the Phiiiftines

* Sec Jordant Morfe's Gazetteer.
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'or PalefUnes, whence In fucceeding ages the

country has been called Paleftine. Thefe in-

habitants were moftly difperfed by the Ifrael-

ites under the command of Jofhua. It has

been called the Holy Land, having been the

fcene of the birth, miniftry and death of Je-

fus Chrift ; and in fcripture it is flyled

The Promifed Land.

F.ai?nrs^2in ifland of the Archipelago, now called

Fatino.* 26 dcg, 24 min. eaft long, and

37 dc^, 24 min, north lat.

fj/v, once a famous city of Phenicia, and an- :

ciently a place of more extenfive commerce \

than any in the Vv^orld. Long. ^^S ^^g* 4^ {

tnin. eall, lat. 22> ^^Z' ^3 ^^^» north.

See Pcdmosf Morfe's Gazetteer.
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